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COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 


We give below a statement of the coal output 
and the number of wage earners at the mines of 
Great Britain for the week ended 23rd February, 
together with comparative figures for the previous 
week. The output for the corresponding week of 
last year was 5,519,100 tons :— 











Week ended 
23rd February. 


Week ended 


Districts | 16th February. | 








Wage Wage 
Output. Pel Output. Saue. 
Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 286,900 64,300 | 309,100 64,200 
Durham -| 794,400 175,200 | 800,400 175,400 
Yorkshire on ..-| 1,000,900 183,800 | 1,010,600 183,800 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales...| 515,400 124,200 511,100 124,200 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester 719,000 132,300 722,900 132,200 


Stafford, Salop, Wor- 
cester and Warwick} 429,600 93,400 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire... .»-| 1,134,600 
Other English Dis- 
tricts* vk me 
Scotland ous on 


429,700 93,400 


243,700 | 1,129,900 | 244,100 
119,400 | 28,500 


119,300 28,500 
769,200 | 141,800 


821,300 141,900 

















Total .| 5,821,400 | 1,187,300 | 5,802,300 | 1,187,600 








* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and 
Kent. 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 24th 
February, 1925, is given below :— 





1923. Tons. 1923. Tons. 
PUD GEE | aidviccusvce 5,565,600 September 8th......... 5,320,300 
March 10th ............ 5,713,000 September 15th ...... 5,244,700 
March 17th ..... ...... 5,721,000 September 22nd ...... 5,504,300 
March 24th ............ 5,703,000 September 29th ...... 5,574,600 
March 3lst .........c0- 4,873,900 October 6th ............ 5,528,400 
2 ae 3,940,900 October 13th ......... 5,626,000 
a 5,776, 600 October 20th............ 5,678,600 
ae 5,824,900 October 27th ......... 5,673,500 
BEE OU bo. vhs veceve 5,721,200 November 3rd ......... 5,594,900 
6 eee 5,327,000 November 10th ...... 5,571,900 
_. 2 eae 5,603,400 November 17th ...... 5,574,100 
DEON BOR wascesbiendbice 5,796, 600 November 24th ...... 5,726,300 
a 3,737,000 December Ist ......... 5,719,200 
Oe 5,727,000 December 8th ......... 5,728,800 
URE ccosctcientule 5,654,300 December 15th ...... 5,956,000 
PURO UGER...0 cccdevesecss 5,651,100 December 22nd ...... 5,886,000 
 ) ees 5,588,200 December 29th ...... 3,352,800 
BD et itdcnnivcssiase 5,400, 700 
fn aaa 5,305, 800 1924. 

a 8, ORS 5,041,900 January 5th ........... 4,476,200 
 -£. ae 4,601,000 January 12th ......... 5,746, 800 
ee 5,111,700 January 19th ......... 5,848,000 
August 4th ............ 5,253,600 January 26th ......... 4,717,100 
August 11th............ 3,566, 400 February 2nd ......... 5,244,900 
August 18th............ 5,124,000 February 9th ......... 5,803,800 
August 25th............ 5,163,800 February 16th......... 5,821,400 
September Ist ...... 5, 280,600 February 23rd......... 5,802,300 





BREATHING APPARATUS FOR RESCUE 
WORK IN MINES. 

Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P., Secretary for Mines, 
announces that on 7th February, 1924, he made 
an Order, in pursuance of No. 11 of the General 
Regulations dated 30th July, 1920, under the Coal 
Mines Act, 1911, approving for use at mines and 
rescue stations the following types of breathing 
apparatus :— 

Proto. 
Meco-Briggs. 
Paul. 
Rotherham. 


Blackett’s Aerophor Brown-Mills. 
Meco. 


Gibbs. 
Brierley. 
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The use at any mine or rescue station of breath- 
ing apparatus which is not of an approved type is 
no longer permissible. 





COAL EXPORTS TO OCCUPIED GERMANY. 


By a recent decision of the Inter-Allied Rhine. 
land High Commission, the only formality now 
insisted upon in connection with the importation 
of coal into the Occupied Territory of Germany is 
a valid import licence. As stated in the “ Board 
of Trade Journal ’’ of 27th September, 1923 (page 
316), import licences are obtainable from 


(a) The Coal Committee, Inter-Allted Rhine- 
land High Commission, Coblenz, for im- 
ports into the following areas :— 

(a) Territory occupied under the Rhine- 
land Agreement. 

(b) Port of Mannheim. 

(c) Territories situated between the 
Bridgeheads of Cologne and 
Coblenz, and of Coblenz and Mainz 
respectively (territory occupied in 


1923). 

(b) Service des Incences, Mission Interalliée 
de Controle des usines et des mines, 
Luisenschule, Dusseldorf, for imports into 
the following areas :— 

(a) The Dusseldorf-Duisburg Bridge- 
head occupied under the London 
Resolutions of March, 1921. 

(b) The Ruhr area occupied since I1th 
January, 1923, ineluding Voh- 
winkel. 





CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY SEA BILL. 


The object of this Bill, which has been introduced 
by the Government, is to give statutory effect to 
an agreement between shipowners and other parties 
on the question of the incidence of liability for loss 
or damage to goods carried in ships. Its early 
introduction was strongly pressed by the ship- 
owning, shipping, banking, and underwriting 
interests concerned. It has been approved in practi- 
cally its present form by a Joint Committee of 
both Houses of Parliament held last year under 
the chairmanship of the late Lord Sterndale. It 
has been recommended by the Imperial Economic 
Conference of last year as a basis for legislation 
throughout the Empire. ‘There is good reason to 
believe that, if it is adopted in this country, 1 
will be adopted without delay in many other 
countries, and will eventually be adopted by 
practically every one of the important maritime 
nations for application to international shipping. 

The Bill seeks to give effect to an agreed code 
of rules which have been drawn up to settle a 
dispute which has lasted since about 1880. The 
matter was considered by the Imperial Shipping 
Committee which was set up by the Imperial War 
Conference, 1918, and contains representatives of 
this country, the Dominions and Colonies; and that 
Committee, in a report published in February, 
1921, recommended uniform legislation throughout 
the Empire on the basis of the Canadian Water 
Carriage of Goods Act, 1910, subject to certain 
further provisions. 

Before effect could be given to these recom- 
mendations a set of rules had been adopted at The 
Hague at an international conference of repre- 
sentatives of shipowners, shippers, bankers, under- 
writers, and other interests. These rules, known 
as The Hague Rules, were not entirely in con- 
formity with the recommendations of the Imperial 
Shipping Committee, but they were subsequently 
















































































Ma! 


ame 
par 
mer 
cert 
dele 
Con 
Ma} 
tion 
the 
the 
side 
Par 
dale 
con 
witl 
the 
Hot 
T 
by 2 
time 
in | 
mad 
men 
sche 
the 
sign 


of t 
mat 
then 
agre 
be g 
and 

com: 


dise 
10th 
10th 


by t. 
Law 
Arg 
by i 


1924, 


rTeath- 
ype is 


ANY. 
XR hine- 


y now 
tation 
any is 
Board 


(page 


Rhine- 


yr in- 


t{hine- 


1 the 

and 
Mainz 
ed in 


ralliée 
nines, 
's into 


ridge- 
ondon 


- 11th 
Voh- 


duced 
ct to 
arties 
r loss 
early 
ship- 
‘iting 
racti- 
pe of 
inder 
It 
omic 
ation 
yn._ to 
y, it 
other 
l by 
itime 
ping. 
code 
tle a 
The 
ping 
War 
2s of 
that 
lary, 
hout 
Tater 
rtain 


com- 

The 
»pre- 
ider- 
own 
con- 
orial 
ntly 





THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 303 





Marcu 6, 1924. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE— Continued. 





amended by agreement between the interested 
parties to conform substantially to the recom- 
mendations of the Committee. These rules, with 
certain alterations, were recommended by the 
delegates at the Brussels International Maritime 
Conference of October, 1922, at which His 
Majesty’s Government was represented, for adop- 
tion as the basis of a convention. This basis formed 
the schedule to a Bill which was introduced into 
the House of Lords last year. The Bill was con- 
sidered by a Joint Committee of both Houses of 
Parliament, presided over by the late Lord Stern- 
dale, which heard representatives of the parties 
concerned, and it emerged from that Committee 
with some slight alterations, and was passed by 
the Lords. It was awaiting its readings in the 
House of Commons when Parliament was dissolved. 

The Draft Convention was put into final form 
by a Committee of the Brussels International Mari- 
time Conference set up for that purpose, which met 
in October last. A few minor alterations were 
made, which brought it into line with the recom- 
mendations of the Sterndale Committee. The rules 
scheduled to the present Bill are those contained in 
the Draft Convention which is now awaiting 

signature. 

“Much controversy has arisen over this question 
of the liability of shipowners. It is mainly a 
matter for shipowners and shippers to settle among 
themselves, but, as they have arrived at substantial 
agreement, it is desirable that legal validity should 
be given to the agreement, to avoid further ‘dispute, 
and also to secure the advantages ji in international 
commerce of uniform law throughout the world. 





NAVIGATION LIGHTS ON BRITISH SHIPS. 


The Board of Trade have issued new Regulations 
regarding navigation lights on British ships. These 
Regulations, w shich are based on the recommenda- 
tions of the Departmental Committee on Ships’ 
Lights, will apply to all new lights supplied to 
ships on and after lst September, "1924, and to “y 
ships lights on and after Ist September, 1927. 
New standards are laid down, with the object of 
securing that the requirements of the International 
Collision Regulations are fully complied with, and 
after the dates mentioned navigation lanterns will 
be passed only if they are of a type which has been 
approved by the Board of Trade as complying with 
the new standards, or if it is clearly demonstrated 
that they fulfil the requirements of the Collision 
Regulations in all respects. 

Copies of the ‘‘ Instructions as to the Survey of 
Lights and Sound Signals, 1924,’’ may be purchased 
(price ls. net) through any bookseller, or direct 
from H.M. Stationery “Office at any of the following 


addresses : — 
Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
28, Abingdon Street, London, S.W.1. 
York Street, Manchester. 
1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff, or 
120, George Street, Edinburgh. 


W.C.2. 





THE ARGENTINE MERCHANDISE MARKS 
LAW. 


A new Law respecting the marking of merchan- 
dise in the Argentine Republic was promulgated on 
10th November, 1923, and will come into force on 
10th November, 1924. 

Sir B. Alston has been authoritatively informed 
by the Argentine Government that Article 5 of the 
Law applies solely to articles manufactured in the 
Argentine, and that the only obligations imposed 
by it on foreign products are those contained in 
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Articles 3, 6, and 7. The provisions of the Law 


are as follows :— 

Article 1. All products or merchandise manufac- 
tured in the country shall have printed or stamped 
on the containers, wrappers, or on the articles 
themselves, in a visible manner, the impression 

‘Industria Argentina.’’ 

Article 2. Sellers of products of Argentine manu- 
facture shall maintain on them the expression pre- 
scribed in the preceding Article, and when they 
advertise the merchandise in prospectuses they shall 
state the origin. 

Article 3. Importers or vendors of foreign pro- 
ducts shall cause to be printed or stamped upon, 
or shall retain upon, the containers or wrappers or 
upon the objects themselves, in a visible manner, 
the name of the country of origin. 


Article 4. Every factory or workshop established 
in the country shall employ upon the containers, 
labels, or upon the articles they produce, the indica- 
tions relative to their products expressed in the 
national language (Spanish), with the right to add 
alongside such indications such translations as they 
may consider desirable. 

Article 5. National trade marks registered or re- 
registered in future, even if they be fancy names, 
may not contain words other than in dead 
languages or in the national language, except in 
the case of names of persons. 

Article 6. Manufacturers or vendors of Argen- 
tine or foreign products shall in each case specify 
on the labels of the containers the quality of the 
product, the purity or mixture, and the net weights 
and measures of the contents. 


Article 7. In the case of wines and liquors the 
purity shall be held to be determined by the stamp 
affixed by the ‘‘ Oficina de Impuestos Internos ”’ 
(Inland Revenue Office), mention being made of 
the corresponding chemical analysis and alcoholic 
eraduation. In the case of national wine blended 
with foreign wine the receptacle shall specify the 
types and the proportion of the wines contained 
therein. 

Article 8. Persons infringing the enactments of 
the foregoing articles shall be punished by fine 
of from 100 dols, to 2,000 dols m/n 

Article 9. The Executive Power shall formulate 
ihe regulations of this Law, which shall come into 
force one vear after the date of its promulgation. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 





THE SHIPPING OF RUBBER. 


The Department has received an_ illustrated 


booklet concerning the shipping of rubber in 
matting bales which has been issued by the 


Netherland Indies Committee in connection with 
the sixth International Exhibition of rubber, other 
tropical products, and allied industries, to be held 
in Brussels in April next. 

United Kingdom firms interested may consult 
this booklet on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 





NEW COMPANIES, ETC., IN NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney reports that 

during 1923 547 new limited liability companies, 

with an aggregate nominal capital of £18,596,230, 


were registered, and 105 limited liability companies 
increased their capital by an aggregate of 


+ yar Se eee , ? , i "y 
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£6,452,000. Winding up orders and resolutions 
during the same period numbered 182. 

New no liability mining companies registered 
numbered 20, with an aggregate nominal capital 
of £276,875, whilst one no liability mining com- 
pany increased its capital by £5,000. There were 
12 winding up orders and resolutions. 





EXTENSION OF GREEK MORATORIUM. 

A telegram has been received from the Com- 
mercial Secretary at Athens stating that the Greek 
Moratorium Law has been further extended to 
30th April, and Articles 1 to Articles 6 of the Law 
to 3lst May, 1924. 





NEW TURKISH POSTAL LAW. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Constanti- 
nople has forwarded a copy (in French) of the 
Turkish Postal Law of 26th November, 1923. This 
may be consulted by British firms interested at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Shipping and 
Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, London, 


E.C.2. 





GENERAL STOREHOUSES FOR BEYROUT. 

H.M. Consul-General at Beyrout reports the 
promulgation by the French High Commissioner 
of a Decree, No. 2355, of 28th December, 1923, 
authorising the creation of general storehouses 
(magasins généraux), and also the opening in con- 
nection therewith of public salerooms. In this 
Decree details are given (inter alia) as to the 
amount of caution money to be deposited, methods 
of obtaining permits, responsibilities of the 
management, tariff and charges, rules and forms 
of receipts (certificates of deposit or receipts to 
order). 

A subsequent Decree, No. 2356, authorises the 
Port Company (Compagnie du Port, Quais et 
Entrepéts de Beyruth) to open and work, as from 
28th December, 1923, a general storehouse and sale- 
room, of which one part will serve as a transit 
house. This part is to be entirely separate from 
the rest of the store. Goods may remain in this 
transit warehouse for a period of one year, which 
can be extended for a second year. 





MODERNISATION OF ARGENTINE ARMY. 


In connection with the proposal to modernise the 
Argentine Army, the Commercial Secretary at 
Buenos Aires reports an announcement in the local 
press that Brigadier-General José KE. Maglione, 
head of the Commission appointed by the Argentine 
Government to acquire in Europe armaments for 
the Argentine Army, will leave for Kurope to-day 
(6th March). 





CUBAN COMPANY REGULATIONS. 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Havana reports that 
the Legal Adviser to the Cuban Chamber of Com- 
merce has recently published an opinion concerning 
the formalities which are required of companies 
constituted abroad who desire to establish them- 
selves in the Republic of Cuba. 

A translation of this opinion, together with a 
Memorandum thereon, compiled by H.M. Chargé 
d’ Affaires has been received in the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and is available for inspection by 
British -firms interested on application at the 
Enquiry Room of the Department, 35, Old Queen 
p70 London, 8.W.1, quoting reference 9395/ 

L. 





a 








Special Articles. 


PORTUGAL. 


PROSPECTS OF IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr Stanley G. Irving, British Consul and Com- 
mercial Secretary (Hon.) in Lisbon, has prepared an 
interesting Report on the Economic Conditions in 
Portugal. He points out that more than two years 
have now passed without any serious public dis- 
turbances, except a revolt in Lisbon on 10th 
December last, which did not even stop the trams. 
The credit for this improvement must be given 
largely to Senhor Antonio Maria da Silva, whose 
tenure of office as Prime Minister from February, 
1922, to October, 1923, is a record under the 
Republic. Although he did not reduce expenses, 
Senhor da Silva made an attempt to improve the 
State finances by revising the system of taxation. 
He also revised the Customs ‘Tariff, which was 
30 years out of date, while another step taken 
towards adjustment in his term was the removal of 
the bread subsidy. But the finances of Portugal 
cannot be put right by negative remedies. A 
normal increase in the tax revenue—which, of 
course, is yet far from being achieved, owing to 
the difficulties of collection—will not allow a con- 
tinuance of abnormal expenditure, and no true 
recovery is possible until the post-war axe has 
been applied. There was actually an increase in 
the Service estimates for the current year (June, 
1923-24), an increase which, it is to be noted, more 
than accounted for the deficit. Portuguese Govern- 
ment servants are far from being overpaid, and an 
adjustment of salaries to the rise in the cost of 
living was only fair; but the fact remains that, if 
the number of officials had been adjusted to a peace 








‘time scale, the necessary money for increasing the 


pay could have been found and the Budget balanced 
at the same time. Since 1914 the number of Civil 
Servants employed by the State, excluding the 
Post Office, the Lisbon Harbour Board, and the 
State Railways, has increased from approximately 


15,000 to nearly 20,000. 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROSPERITY. 


A common misconception about Portugal, writes 
Mr. Irving, is that she is impoverished, an idea 
mainly due to the sudden fall in the value of. the 
escudo, which began in 1920 and has continued 
since—though in the past year with some abate- 
ment. The present low rate of exchange is 
an entirely misleading indication of the resources 
of the people. Portugal, in fact, can only be 
described as prosperous. There is practically no un- 
employment and the manual worker was never 80 
well off as he is to-day. With improved transport 
and the efficient application of capital Portugal 
would become one of the richest small countries in 
the world. More than that, if the same methods were 
applied in her Colonies, she would be the Mother 
Country of one of the largest and richest empires. 
The paradox of the exchange rate is explained by 
the large sums of sterling which have been accumu- 
lated abroad, mostly in Great Britain, by Portuguese 
nationals since the war. How much these sums 
amount to can only be conjectured. A well-known 
Portuguese financier has put it at eighty millions. 
Even half this amount is more than three times 
the sterling equivalent of the total currency issue 
of Portugal to-day. There is a further accumula- 
tion of gold, which cannot be estimated, in the 
hands of the country people, who have not yet 
acquired the habit of banking their money, and have 
an innate disinclination to trust their savings out of 
their sight has been accentuated by the prevailing 
uncertainty surrounding finance in general. A 
considerable sum in Spain, possibly one or two 
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million pounds, is credited to Portuguese subjects 
for the purchase of smuggled cattle, grain, and 
salt. 

THE CuRRENCY DEPRECIATION, 

How far the depreciation of the escudo is due 
to or enhanced by the issue of paper and how far 
the issue of paper might have been avoided is 
matter for argument. The fiduciary circulation is 
thirteen times as large to-day as it was before the 
war, while in the same period the value of the 
escudo has fallen over twenty times. Immediately 
after the war there was a boom in the wine, cork, 
and sardine trades, which, added to the natural 
reaction following a period of scarcity, resulted in 
excessive expenditure on imports, especially of 
luxuries. The boom came to an end. The escudo 
showed signs of collapse. Speculation set in. 
Paper was printed to meet current needs, and by 
October, 1922, the value of the escudo had: fallen 
from 30d., the rate in 1918, to 24d. It fluctuated 
between 2d. and 3d. for over a year, until December 
last, when political disturbances caused it to 
weaken. A return to the par rate of 534d., or even 
to the 1914 rate of 48d., is not anticipated, though 
if the sterling accumulated in Great Britain were 
brought back the result would be a decided stiften- 
ing. Until conditions look unmistakably better, 
however, that is not likely to happen. It w ould 
not be good for trade if it did. At the moment, 
unfortunately, the tendency is the other way. 
What is wanted is a steady rate, whether it be 2d. 
3d., or 6d. Some relief is derived from the sub- 
stantial sums sent home by Portuguese emigrants 
in Brazil, +£2,000,000 ‘enllien having been 
remitted in 1922. In the year 1923, owing to the 
crisis in coffee, the amount was less than half that 


sum. 
DETERIORATION OF TRANSPORT. 


After the financial situation, the problem of 
most urgency is the restoration of the roads, which 
have been allowed to deteriorate in many places 
almost beyond repair. Especially bad are those 
in the south, where the land is most productive. 
The only hope of a real improvement is that a 
contract will be given to a capable firm of con- 
tractors for the renewal of the entire system. The 
sum of £8,000 voted for the roads in the last 
Budget is not enough even to save them from 
getting still worse. In October last a road tax was 
introduced to provide additional funds, but how 
far this will help is at best doubtful. The State 
Railways have likewise fallen into advanced dis- 
repair. Some new material has been acquired (a 
number of locomotives are supposed to be coming 
from Germany in the form of reparations), but more 
is required. The permanent way is in a bad 
condition and the whole service wants re-organis- 
ing. For lack of distribution facilities, both by 
road and rail, trade in many parts of the country 
is being strangled. It must be added, in fairness 
to those responsible, that their task was seriously 
interrupted by the war, while the fall in the escudo 
has impeded the purchase of material. 


OvERSEAS TRADE. 


While these conditions have affected trade at 
home, the low and fluctuating exchange rate has 
complicated the commerce of Portugal overseas. 
Purchases from Britain have been paid for by 
Portuguese exports to Britain and by means of the 
export credit arrangements of 1922. This trade in 
1923 was more than maintained. Imports from 
the United States of America, excepting motor- 
tars, declined, but there was a marked recovery 
on the part of Germany. With France a conflict 
arose on the question of wine, ending in a tariff 
war, which has reduced trade in that direction to 
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@ minimum. Before prohibition red wine from 
Portugal used to be mixed with French wine to 
make Bordeaux for the United States market. 
When this market was closed it became the interest 
of French wine growers to keep foreign wines out. 
With this object, the maximum duty was placed 
on Portuguese wines. The Portuguese growers pro- 
tested. Negotiations were begun, but after some 
months they were broken off and replaced by a 
mutual policy of reprisals. 

Great Britain continues to be by far Portugal’s 


best customer, not excepting the Portuguese 
Colonies or Brazil. British purchases include 


nearly two-thirds of the production of port and 
madeira, 7) per cent. of the figs, almonds, and 
carob of the South, as well as most of the cork, 
sardines, and mineral ores. On the other hand, 
Portugal buys from Britain practically all her 
requirements in coal, and in tin-plate for sardine 
canning, while most of her textile imports come 
from Manchester and Bradford. Through London 
she buys United States cotton, Argentine wheat, 
and Newfoundland cod. SBritain also receives a 
large part of the £3,000,000 annually spent by 
Portugal on freight and insurance. In the first 
half of 1923 the Portuguese Empire took almost 
30 per cent. more British goods than did Switzer- 
land and nearly the same quantity as Norway, 
though in 1922 Switzerland bought 35 per cent. 


more than Portugal, while British exports to 
Norway exceeded those to Portugal and_ her 


Colonies by 40 per cent. The latter period also 
marks a considerable gain in comparison with 
Spain. <A trade factor which in the absence of 
statistics can hardly be estimated is the develop- 
ment of national manufactures during the war. 
They certainly received a considerable impetus, 
especially the textile industry, and, though there 
has been some reaction since, it may be safely said 


that the manufacturing industries of Portugal 
to-day represent a much larger stake in the 


country’s wealth than they did before the war. 
What they, like the mining industry, chiefly need 
is cheap power, which may be eventually forth- 
coming, for Portugal has both coal and hydro- 
electric resources. 

PORTUGUESE COLONIES. 

Increasing attention has been focussed on Angola 
and Mozambique since the war. Several important 
schemes are in operation, many of them British, 
which should greatly assist the development of 
those rich regions. Diamonds are being mined on 
a large scale in north-east Angola, while oil is 
confidently believed to exist in commercial quan- 
tities nearer the coast. For three years the experi- 
enced Sinclair group have considered it worth while 
to continue boring, and if they are eventually 
successful they will make not only their own for- 
tune but the fortune also of the Colony. Since 
Africa is economically a new continent—another 
South America, perhaps—it is interesting to look 
ahead to the day when it will be possible to cross 
Africa from coast to coast by rail. In the normal 
course the termini of the pioneer line will both 
be Portuguese, namely, Benguella and Beira, and 
the constructing companies both British. Should 
this line materialise, it may well prove to Africa 
—above all to Portuguese Africa—what the New 
York-San Francisco Railway has been to the United 
States or the Canadian Pacific to Canada. 

Unfortunately, a succession of vexatious dis- 
appointments met with by British firms in Portugal 
since the war has created a certain prejudice 
against, and distrust of, the Portuguese market. 
Much is attributable to the fall in exchange, and 
there is ground for hope that, the worst period 
having passed, confidence will soon be restored, 
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for at no time have the mutual interests of the two 
nations been more manifest than they are at 
present. It may be taken as a happy augury that 
the new President, His Excellency Senhor Teixeira 
(Jomes, was for ten years Portuguese representative 


at St. James’ S. 
BritisH TRADE WITH PORTUGAL. 

In respect of trade the war had the same general 
effect on Portugal as on other countries in close 
relations with the belligerents. The normal 
channels were interrupted, the usual source of 
supply and markets either cut off or reduced. In 
1913 more than 17 per cent. of Portuguese imports 
came from Germany. The bulk of this trade was 
diverted to the United States of America and 
Spain, though imports from Britain also increased 
in 1915 and 1916. The share of the United States 
in the total importation rose from 11 per cent. in 
1913 to 34 per cent. in 1918, but fell back in 1919 
to 20 per cent. Spain adv anced in the same period 
from 4 per cent. to 14 per cent., reacting in 1919 
to 8 per cent. Britain’s share was 26 per cent. 
in 1913, 45 per cent. in 1916, 31 per cent. in 1918— 
as against the United States of America with 34 
per cent.—and 42 per cent. in 1919. The end of 
the war was the signal for a boom in both imports 
and exports which lasted till 1921 before the 
reaction came. Exchange had already begun to 
go against the escudo owing to the excessive 
demand for luxuries, and in 1921 it fell rapidly 
and continuously, making payments difficult and 
reducing purchases. By September, 1922, the rate, 
which at the time of the Armistice stood at 34d., 
was down below 3d. 

The bulk of the country’s imports is comprised 
of foodstuffs, coal, oil, and manufactured articles. 
Wheat, maize, and dried cod are staple foods, and, 
though both wheat and maize are extensively grown 
in the country, they are among the largest imports. 


PETROLEUM. 

Petroleum products now come first among imports 
in value, exceeding coal, which until recently was 
the largest single item under this head. Both the 
Shell Company—w hich operates the Spanish as well 
as the Portuguese market from Lisbon—and the 
Vacuum Oil Company have large tank deposits at 
lisbon. The demand is considerable for bunker- 
ing, for industrial and domestic purposes, and for 
motor-cars.* Probably the biggest individual 
consumer is the Lisbon Tramway Company, a 
British interest, which uses oil for the generation 
of power. The amount of petroleum imported in 
1923 (including re-exports of benzine and kerosene 
to Spain) was as follows: Fuel oil, 63,665 tons; 
benzine, 28,920 tons; kerosene, 26,400 tons; mineral 
oil, 7,720 tons; paraffin, 1,595 tons. A monopoly 
for oil refining in Portugal was granted to the 
Oporto Oil Company in the early part of 1923. 





CoaL. 
The import of coal before the war averaged 


between 1,000,000 and 1,500,000 tons, This trade 
is almost ‘wholly in the hands of Great Britain. 
In 19183 the amount of British coal exported to 
Portugal was 1,200,000 tons, value £877,000. The 
corresponding ficures in 1920 were 300,000 tons 
and £1,286,000, in 1922 784,000 tons and £882,000, 
and in 1923 766,000 tons and £1,004,000. The 
demand is mainly for bunkering, railways, and 
industrial purposes. Comparatively little is con- 
sumed domestically, most households burning 
wood, which took the place of coke during the war. 
Water power has not been developed on any con- 
siderable scale. There are various schemes, but 
none of them could materialise for at least two 
years. 
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CorTrTon. 

Among manufactured goods the largest item is 
textiles, of which Great Britain is ‘by far the 
biggest supplier, owing to her supremacy in 
cottons. In 1920, the latest year for which statis- 
tics are available, the total imports of cotton goods 
of all kinds amounted to 40,257,532 escudos, Great 
Britain’s share of this being 34, 672,369 escudos. 
In 1922 the quantity of cotton piece-goods exported 
from the United Kingdom to Portugal was 
18,429,800 square yards, as against 6 362, 100 the 
year before, an increase of nearly 200 per cent. On 
the other hand, in 1922 there was a marked fall 
in British re-exports to Portugal of raw cotton, 
27,885 centals of 100 lb., against 80,718 centals in 
1921—a difference which is partly explained by 
the rise in price. The same year the exports of 
cotton from Angola increased to 740 tons, or 


85 -per cent. more than in 1921. Zephyrs 
are mostly imported from Manchester. France 


competes under normal conditions in the cheaper 
qualities. White shirtings come from Manchester 
and to a small extent from Glasgow. Manchester 
also supplies grey calico, but this is made in the 
country. Some is imported for finishing. There 


_is a good demand for fancy cottons, again supplied 


mostly by Manchester, the only competition being 
from France and Austria. 

Cotton prints are required in large quantities for 
the Colonies as well as Portugal herself. An order 
was recently secured for a British firm for 20,000 
yards of a single pattern in small ends of 20 yards 
or so. The African Colonies take still larger 
quantities of calico prints, which are also produced 
cheaply in Portugal. British prices are at present 
too high to compete. Handkerchiefs come largely 
from Belfast ; a coarse kind is made locally. Cam- 
bric is also imported from France for this purpose. 
Printed calico and cashmere handkerchiefs for the 
head are likewise produced by the national mills. 
Cashmere in the piece is imported from Great 
Britain to be made up. British prices would have 
to be cut in order to compete with the ready-made 
article. The Colonies in Africa are mainly sup- 
plied through Portugal. There is a large market 
for cheap shawls, which, as well as being made 
locally, are imported from Austria. Grey cotton 
duck webbing in 5-inch widths is much used by 
the negroes of Portuguese Africa. This _ has 
hitherto been supplied by Hamburg export houses 
with material bought in the United Kingdom, but 
an order for 30,000 yards was recently secured by 
a British agent. The exports of cotton piece-goods 
from Great Britain to Portugal, Azores, and 
Madeira during the year 1923 amounted to 


23,757,300 square yards. 
Iron AND STEEL PRODUCTS. 


The bulk of the trade in iron and steel, railway 
material, machinery, motor-cars, and other engin- 
eering products is divided up between Germany, 
(jreat Britain, France, the United States, Spain, 
Italy, and Belgium. Iron and steel come mostly 
from Belgium and Germany. Great Britain sup- 
plies black plates, galvanised plates, and practically 
the whole of the demand for tin-plates. In 1923 
the British tinned plate and tinned sheet imports 
amounted to 19,248 tons, as against 16,804 tons in 
1922. Bars, tubes, and wire are also supplied by 
Britain. British wire is especially preferred for 
straw binding. Belgium supplies considerable 
quantities of hooping and tubes. Manufactured 
copper comes mostly from Great Britain. 

Rails, bolts, and other railway material into 
which iron and steel enter largely is for the most 
part a Belgian trade. Locomotives and wagons 
are being supplied under the German Reparations 
Agreement. Ninety wagons were delivered at 
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Barreiro towards the middle of 1923, half of them 
without their wheels. One hundred and ten more 
are expected, in addition to some 80 locomotives. 
There has been some.delay in and criticism of the 
payments which the Portuguese Government have 
to make on account of the material requisitioned, 
and it may be doubted whether the balance will 
ever arrive, 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY. 


German goods, although not considered as good 
as British, are being more widely sold, owing to 
their low price. This applies especially to wood- 
working machinery, such as bandsaws, of which 
German makes are from 30 to 40 per cent. cheaper 
than British. British textile machinery, however, 
can still be sold, as well as most other kinds, on a 
restricted scale. Orders have been placed in Great 
Britain recently by one company to the value of 
£180,000. A British humidifying and de-humidi- 
fying plant worth over £40, 000 is being installed 
in the Alcantara works of the C ompanhia “Industrial 
de Portugal e Colonias. This will be the first of 
its kind in the Peninsula. Other orders from 
Britain are pending. ‘The preference for British 
manufactures is estimated at between 10 and 15 
per cent. British machine tools, owing to their 
superior reputation for reliability, still compete to 
some extent with the German product, in spite of a 
difference in price of 25 per cent. A number of 
lathes, drilling machines, and shapers have been 
sold recently. Hand tools are mainly German. <A 
long-established Sheffield trade in files is in danger 
of being destroyed by a prohibitive new Customs 
duty, but it is hoped the rate may be modified. 
Very little British electrical machinery comes to 
Portugal, although the demand is considerable. 
In this line only the cheapest product is bought 
as a general rule. -1922 showed an increase in 
the imports of British direct current generators. 
British gas engines are preferred, and lead the 
trade. Germany, the United States, Belgium; and 
Spain are, however, competitors. The British share 
might be largely increased if prices were brought 
down. At present they are very high. A few 
British flour mills were sold in 1923. Cranes were 
imported from Great Britain in 1922 to a value of 
£36,000. The sewing machine trade is entirely in 
the hands of Singers. 


Prospects For Britisy TRADE. 


The reputation of the market has suffered in 
consequence of difficulties lately experienced by a 
number of British firms in obtaining payment for 
gouds supplied. After the war mushroom concerns 
sprang up to participate in the boom. Many of 
them had no capital and no reserves, and when the 
sump came and the escudo collapsed they were 
unable to meet their engagements. These 
conditions date back to 1920, and it will be found 
that most of the bad debts in Portugal go back 
to that year and the vear 1921. Most of the older 
houses were also heavily hit, but the great majority 
did their best to meet their obligations. Seeing, 
therefore, that, as a whole, the genuine firms have 
continued to pay up, British manufacturers would 
be making a mistake to fight shy of the market on 
account of the failure of contracts entered into with 
untried firms during the boom. A good many, 
Probably most, of the speculative concerns are now 
known, so if proper precautions are taken there 
is no reason why bad debts should be regarded any 
longer as unavoidable. Fluctuations of exchange 
must, of course, be guarded against, but the low- 
ness of the rate in itself is not an insuperable 
barrier to trade. Portugal is a live market and 
tasy of access, with great potentialities, both at 
home and as a channel of supply to the Colonies. 
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he people are well provided with money, though 
it is not available at the moment for discount 
purposes. Stocks are low, owing to the necessity 
for limiting risks, Trade has bristled with diffi- 
culties since the boom, but conditions are not so 
bad as they were two years ago, nor as bad as 
they are generally believed to be. Several British 
travellers in 1923 discovered business the existence 
of which they had hardly suspected. It is there 
for those who take the trouble to seek it out. Some 
go away disappointed because, though they know 
the selling points of the goods they have to sell, 
they do not know the manner of client with whom 
they have to deal. 

Much the best way to do business with Portugal 
is first to visit and investigate the market in person, 
then to appoint a local agent. Preliminary infor- 
mation as to the existence of openings can be 
obtained by reference to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade. The greatest care should be exercised 
in the choice of agents, and no less in the selection 
of clients. Bank references should always be 
insisted upon. As regards advertising, it should 
be borne in mind that only one-fourth of the people 
can read. ‘To convey any meaning, therefore, 
advertisements must be pictorial, and preferably 
coloured. The cost of advertising is cheap. Cata- 
logues and circulars in Portuguese are the most 
likely to bring results, owing to their scarcity, 
which would be less surprising if the same language 
did not apply equally in the valuable Brazilian 
market. 

[| Mr. Stanley Irving’s Report on the Trade of Portugal, 


dated January, 1924, is to be published shortly for the 
Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery Office. ] 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
FEBRUARY. 





IN 





MOVEMENTS OF THE PRINCIPAL 
CURRENCIES. 


The movements of the principal foreign exchange 
rates on London in February are shown in the 
following table. The New York quotation is the 
weekly average of the daily cable rates, and the 
other quotations are the weekly averages of the 
daily closing rates. All particulars have been taken 


from the ‘‘ Financial Times ”’ :— 


Week ending 








— ——— re 








© Billions. 


The movements of the leading rates of exchange 





Place. Par. | 9th 16th 2: 3rd Ist 
| Feb. Feb. Feb. March 

New York oe 

4°866 dollars= £1 vial 4313) 4°301 iy 305 4°300 
Paris— | | | 

25.2215 francs=£1 ..., 93°475) 96°087 101°892, 101-967 
Brussels— | | | 

25°2215 francs=£1 ...| 105° 704 111°85 | 119°021) 118-125 
Italy | | 

25° 52215 » lire=£1 98-386) 98-688 99-886) 99°688 
Madrid— | | 

25°2215 pesetas=£1...; 33°733) 33°739 33°875' 34-071 
Holland— | 

12-1071 gul.=£1 --| 11°500) 11°498 11-528) 11°526 
Berlin— | | 

20°43 marks=£1 | *18°667) *19°458 *19°417; *19°5 
Prague— | 

24°02 koruna=f£l 148°500| 147°917) = 148°292 148-25 
Christiana— 

18-159 kroner=£1 31-995) 32°226 32°616 32°529 
Stockholm— 

18°159 kronor=£1 16°417) 16°436 16-472 16°473 
Copenhagen— | 

18-159 kroner=£l 26°430. 27°166 7221, = =627°165 
Switzerland— | 

25°2215 francs=£1 24-770} = -24°727] 24°857, 24°833 
Buenos Aires— | 

48° 57d. ==] dollar wee) 42°042 J 42-563) 43-182 43°297 


calculated in percentages of gold parity (relative 
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value of foreign currency to that of the country 
whose quotation is made) are given below :— 
New YORK ON: 


London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam. 
?th February... 88°83 24°05 22°75 93°37 
14th February ... 88°52 23°27 22°60 93°04 
2lst February . 88°75 21°97 22°39 93°14 
28th February 88°42 21°77 22°34 92°75 

LONDON ON: 

Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. bBerne. 
8th February ... 25°61 105-28 110°46 101°82 
15th February ... 25°51 105°28 110°26 101°95 
22nd February ... 25°30 104°93 110°12 101°29 
29th February ... 25°28 10501 110°26 101°58 


PARIS ON: ' 
London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 


ith February... 368°65 388°10 406°44 375°25 
14th February ... 384°99 404°19 425°16 398°00 
21st February 407°19 427°47 450°72 413°50 
28th February 412°94 432°51 451°68 419°50 


The value of sterling in terms of the American 
dollar in February improved slightly as compared 
with January, the averages of the daily cable 
rates being 4307 dollars to the pound in February 
and 4261 in January. The most favourable cable 
rate in February was that of 4341 dollars to the 
pound on the 2nd. This compares with the low 
cable rate of 4288 dollars to the pound on 16th 
February and with 4298 on Ist March. 

An important feature of the month was the 
appreciation of sterling in all of the European 
centres included in the first table, with the excep- 
tion of Prague. The closing rate for French francs 
relapsed from 92°125 to the pound on Ist February 


to 103°75 on the 19th, and that for Belgian francs’ 


from 10420 to 125°375 during the same period. 
From the 18th of the month the Paris closing rate 
was above 100, except on the 23rd and 25th, and 
reached 10485 on the 27th. From the same date 
the Brussels rate was over 115 francs to the pound, 
except on 23rd and 25th February. French francs 
were quoted at 105°60 on 28th February, but they 
rallied before the close of the day. The extent of 
the depreciation of the two currencies may be 
gathered from a comparison of the weekly averages 
given in the first table above, with the monthly 
averages for January, which were 91°220 French 
and 101°77 Belgian francs to the pound respectively. 
The closing quotations on Ist March were 103°25 
French franes and 118375 Belgian franes to the 
pound. 

German marks depreciated 13 billion marks to 
the pound during the month, but the movement 
generally was comparatively steady. The highest 
rate recorded was that of 20°5 billion marks to the 
pound on 9th February. 

The movement of Italian lire in relation to 
sterling ranged .between 98'0 lire to the pound on 
Sth February and 100°488 on the 19th. The month 
opened with a closing quotation of 98°875 and the 
rate closed on Ist March at 99°688 lire to the pound. 


Spanish currency depreciated throughout the 
month. The fluctuations, however, were within 


narrow limits, the highest closing quotation of 
54205 pesetas to the pound on 29th February com- 
paring with the lowest of 33°705 on 5th February. 
The rate on lst February was 33°725. 

The Czechoslovak crown appreciated in value 
during the first half of the month, but has declined 
somewhat since. The closing quotations on Ist, 
16th, and 29th February were 149°0, 147°5, and 
148375 koruna to the pound respectively. 

Norwegian kroner opened the month at 31:945, 
fell to 31°675 on 5th February, advanced to 32°825 
by the 22nd, and finished on Ist March at 32°325. 
The movements in Stockholm were between 16°385 
and 16495 kronor to the pound, while in Copen- 
hagen the limits of the fluctuations were 26°30 and 
27°425 kroner to the pound. Danish kroner closed 
on Ist February at 26485 to the pound, and on 
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Ist March at 27°225. 
decline in value, the closing quotations on lst 
February and lst March being 11°503 and 11°530 
guilders to the pound. The closing rate on 3rd 
January was 11°350 guilders to-the pound. Swiss 
francs, which were quoted at 24415 to the pound 
on 21st January, closed at 24815 on Ist February 
and again on Ist March, after having reached 
24:92 on 21st February. 

The Buenos Aires dollar, which on Ist January 
was quoted at 40°125 pence, had by 26th February 
appreciated to 43°625 pence. The rates on- Ist 





February and Ist March were 41°625 and 43°344 


respectively. 








a Joel 


Notes on Trade. 


AUSTRALIAN CONTRACTS FOR ENGLAND. 


The High Commissioner for Australia in London 
has recently placed orders in England for the 
supply of approximately £214,000 worth of copper 
and bronze wire for the Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Department. The wire, it is stated, 
could have been obtained some thousands of pounds 
cheaper on the Continent; but, following the policy 
adopted now for many years of giving preference 
to Empire products, the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment have placed the contract with British manu- 


facturers. 








AUSTRALIAN TRADE IN DECEMBER, 1923. 


The Acting Official Secretary in London of the 
Commonwealth of Australia states that the total 
values of the goods imported to and exported from 
Australia during the month of December, 1923, 
were as follow :— 





Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
10,707 ,907 Australian produce ...... 13,683,523 
Other produce ............ 374,701 
BOGUS base iat isdabien cis 14,058,224 





NEW ZEALAND WAREHOUSEMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 


The Secretary of the New Zealand Warehouse- 
men’s Association announces that the Association 
has opened an office at the London Chamber of 
Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, E.C.4, in order to 
look after the interests of the textile branch of the 
wholesale trade in the Dominion of New Zealand. 





CANADIAN MEAT EXPORT TRADE. 


The High Commissioner for Canada in London 
reports that the latest figures for 1923 show that 
Canada exported during the twelve months in 
question 1,003,048 ewt. of bacon and hams, valued 
at 18,947,005 dols.; and 226,072 cwt. of fresh beef, 
valued at 2,398,568 dols. Of these amounts 
992,391 ewt. of bacon were exported to the United 
Kingdom, and of the fresh beef 62,324 ewt. valued 
at 422,293 dols. 





THE INSTITUTE OF METALS. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Institute of 
Metals will be held in the House of the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, West- 
minster, S.W.1, on Wednesday and Thursday next, 
12th and 13th March. The meeting will commence 
at 10 a.m. each day, concluding not later than 
5 p.m. On 12th March the annual dinner of the 
Institute will be held at the Trocadero Restaurant, 
Piccadilly Circus, London, W.1, at 7.15 for 7.30 


p.m. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 





LIVERPOOL HEALTH EXHIBITION. 


An Exhibition of Sanitary Apparatus and Appli- 
ances is to be held in Liverpool from 14th to 9th 
July next in connection with the Thirty-fifth 
iow of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 

The Exhibition is being organised by the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road. 
London, S.W.1. 

The Department of Overseas Trade understands 
that applications for space must be made not later 
than Saturday, 2lst June, but it is advisable that 
earlier application should be made, in order to 
secure good positions. 





LIEGE BAKERY EXHIBITION. 


According to information received by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, a Bakery Exhibition, 
under the patronage of the Government and the 
City of Liege will be held in the Salle de la 
Renommée at Liege from 15th to 18th March. 

Manufacturers of bakers’ ovens or similar goods 
wishing to lay their products before the Committee 
of Organisation should apply to Mr. Jean Grignard, 
Redacteur en Chef, Revue de la Boulangerie, 12 
tue Clementine, Bruxelles. 





VALENCIA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES 
FAIR. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has received 
copies of the prospectus (in English) of an Inter- 
national Samples Fair which is to be held in 
Valencia from 10th to 25th May. 

The Fair is supported by and is under the patron- 
age of the Spanish Government. 

Customs duties will have to be paid on the entry 
of exhibits into the country, but will be refunded 
when the goods are returned. 

Applications should be addressed to the Secretary- 





General, Embajador Vich, Nim. 7, P.O. Box 132, 

Valencia, 

OPORTO MOTOR, AVIATION, AND SPORTS 
EXHIBITION. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has been 
informed that the Oporto International Motor-Car, 
Aviation, and Sports Exhibition will be held from 
23rd May to Ist June inclusive. Applications for 
space at the Exhibition, which is the third of its 
kind, must be sent before 3lst March to the 
Secretary, Rua de Santa Catarina 108-3, Oporto, 
Portugal. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


Ipzat Homes ExHIBITION— 
Olympia, February 28th-March 22nd. 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
Bakers, GROCERS, CONFECTIONERS, AND ALLIED TRADES 
ExHIBITION— 
Glasgow, 
Glasgow. 

LeIcesTeER SPRING SHOE AND LEATHER TRADES’ ExHIBITION— 
March 6th-15th. Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe Trades 
Journal,’’ 64, London Road, Leicester. 

CLOTHING, OUTFITTING, AND WOOLLEN TRADES EXxHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, April. International 
Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Broad 
Street, London, E.C.2. 

Buitp1inc Trapes ExxiBiTion— 

Olympia, London, April 11th-26th. H. G. Montgomery, 
43, Essex Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. 

Drapery ExHIBiti0oN— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, London, April 28th-May 9th. 
International Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, Broad Street, London, E.C.2 


Apply to 130, 


March. C. P. Hainsworth, Kelvin Hall, 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON, April 28th 
to May 9th, AND CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, 
BIRMINGHAM, May 12th-23rd. 

Lonpvon.—Cutlery ; Silver and Electro-plate; Jewellery ; 
Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery ; Glassware of all 
Descriptions ; China, Earthenware, and Stone Ware; Paper; 
Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office Appliances ; 
Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including Tobacconists’ 
Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travelling Requisites ; 
Leather; Brushes and Brooms; Toys and Games; Sports 
Goods (including Sports Clothing); Scientific and Optical 
Instruments; Medical and Surgical Instruments and 
Appliances; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ Supplies; 
Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and Requisites ; 
Musical Instruments; Furniture of Wood, Cane, and 
Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding, Carpets, Linoleum, etc. ; 
Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per- 
fumery; Dyes; Foodstuffs (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages; Confectionery (Sugar and Chocolate); Tobacco, 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to :—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 

BreMIncHaM. —Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alu- 
minium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; General 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
lronmongery of all Descriptions ; General Machinery of all 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household Purposes; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints, 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals); Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery, and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads ; 
Building Construction; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and Push 
Chairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing Rods 
and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass and Steel, and 
Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and Ornamental 
Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; Ropes of Steel 
and Hemp, Cordage, and String. Apply to :—Secretary, 
The Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION, WEMBLEY PARK, LONDON, 

April to October. Organised by the British Empire 

Exhibition Incorporated, 14-16, Grosvenor Gardens, 

London, S.W. 1. 

CHEMIsTSs’ ExHIBITION (27TH ANNUAL)— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, June 23rd-27th. 

Organised by the ‘‘ British and Colonial Druggist,’’ 

194, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

Liverpoot HEALTH ExHIBITION— 

July 14th-19th. In connection with the 34th Congress 

of the Royal Sanit ary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace 

Road, London, S.W.1. 

Deer Sea FisHinc ExuHiBitT1ion— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, July 

16th. Apply Universal Exhibitions Ltd., 

Portland Street, London, W.1. 

MaAcHINE TooL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (3RD)— 

Olympia, September 5th-27th. Apply to Secretary, 

Machine Tool Trades Association, 70, Victoria Street, 


London, S.W.1. 
OVERSEAS. 
Lyons Sprinc Farr— 


March 3rd—l6th. British agent, J. 
Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 
VIENNA INTERNATIONAL Farr (6TH)— 
March 9th-lith. Apply to Messe-Aktiengesellschaft, 
1 Museumstrasse, Wien VII c. 
Urrecnat Farr (10TH)— 
March 11th-20th. General Secretariat, 
Administratigebouw, Vredenborg, Utrecht. 
Geneva Motor anp Cycre SHOow— 
March 14th-23rd. For regulations apply to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


28th-August 
22-24, Great 


Jaarbeurs, 


S.W.1. 
Liece Bakery ExuipBirion— . 
March 15th-18th. Apply to M. Jean Grignard, 


Redacteur en Chef, Revue de la Boulangerie, 12 rue 
Clementine, Bruxelles. 
PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (8TH)— 
March 16th-23rd. Radnice Staromestska, Praha 1. 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION 
(6TH)— 
Brussels, April. 
Brussets INTERNATIONAL CoMMERCIAL Farr (5TH)— 
April Ist-16th. Maison des Ducs, 19, Grand Place, 
Bruxelles. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE, 


EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
April 2nd-13th. Application forms can be obtained at 


the Department = Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


Cyctze AND Sports 


A. Victor, 77a, | 


< mic a 
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AMSTERDAM ADVERTISING EXHIBITION— 

April 4th-May 4th. Apply to Messrs. Tob Groen & 
Co., Heerengracht 564, Amsterdam. 

MiLAN INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 

April 12th-27th. Hon. Commissioner for the British 
Empire, Mr. C. A. Radice, 12, Nicholas Lane, London, 
E.C.4. 

Mitan CuHeese Inpustry ExHisrri0on— 
April 12th-27th. ‘To be held in conjunction with the 
Milan Sample Fair. Enquiries should be addressed to 
Mr. C. A. Radice, Hon. Commissioner for the British 
Empire, 12, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C.4. 

Rennes Farr AnD EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
April 26th-May 4th. 

PosEN Farr— 
April 27th-May 4th. 

ZAGREB INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (3RD)— 
April 27th-May doth. 

AMSTERDAM TosBacco EXHIBITION (2ND)— 

May 3rd-18th. Apply J. C. Schoemeijer, Paleis voor 
Volksvlijt, Amsterdam. Booklets are available at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 
INTERNATIONAL DAIRY AND REFRIGERATING FACHINERY EXHIBI- 
TION— 
Buenos Aires, May 5th. 

GRANDE SEMAINE DE TouRs— 

Tours, May 10th-18th. Apply Mairie de Tours. Rules 
and regulations (in French) may be consulted at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 

VALENCIA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 

May 10th-25th. Apply to Secretary-General, Ambajador 
Vich. Num. 7, P.O. Box 132, Valencia. 
Danzic AGRICULTURAL EXxHIBITION— 
May 17th-19th. 
Baste (Swiss) SampLe Farr— 
May 17th-27th. 
GENEVA WIRELESS EXHIBITION— 
May 2lst to June Ist. Copies of regulations are avail- 
able at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
Oporto INTERNATIONAL Mortor-Car, 
EXHIBITION (3RD) 
May 23rd-June Ist. Applications for space must be 
sent before March 3lst to the Secretary of the 
Exhibition, Rua de Santa Catarina 108-3, Oporto. 
INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 
Prague, May 3lst-June 9th. 

BARCELONA SAMPLES Farr (51TH)— 
May dist-June 10th. 
Muestra, Plaza Antonio Lopez, 

Nantes ‘‘ Exposition NATIONALE ’’— 
May-October. 

TIRLEMONT ScHOLASTIC PUBLICATIONS EXHIBITION— 

June. Apply to ‘‘ Ecole Normale d’Instituteurs,”’ 
Tirlemont, Belgium. 

NETHERLAND INpDIES INTERNATIONAL Farr (5TH)— 

Bandoeng, June 2lst-July 6th. Apply the Secretariat, 
Jaarbeursgebouw, Menadostraat, Bandoeng. 
PRAGUE TRADESMEN’S EXHIBITION— 
June-July. Organised by the Association of Bohemian 
Tradesmen Co-operative Associations. 
GHENT INTERNATIONAL (CO-OPERATIVE AND 
EXHIBITION— 
June 15th-September 15th. 

Rica AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL Farr (4TH)— 
July 20th-August 3rd. 

SWEDISH ANNUAL TRADE Farr (61H)— 

Malmo, August Ist-7th. 

SweDIsH Inpustries Farr— 
Gothenburg, August. 
Swedish Authorities. 

LJUBLIANA ANNUAL SampLes Farr 
August 15th-25th. 

MELBOURNE ELectricaL ExuipiT1ion— 

September. 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION oF SoctaL Economy— 
suenos Aires, September. Enquiries to ‘‘ Musio Social 
Argentino,’” Maipu 126, Buenos Aijres, Argentine 
Republic. A copy of the preliminary programme can 
be seen at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
10, Whitehall Place. S.W.1. 

AMSTERDAM Peropte’s Foop Exuisirlon— 
September 11th-28th. Apply to 
Executive Committee, Weekblad, 
Groenburgval 44, Amsterdam. 


AVIATION, AND Sports 





Apply to Feria Oficial de 


Rarcelona. 


Soctat WELFARB 


srd-9th. Subsidised by the 


(4rH)— 


the Secretary, 
‘** Volksvoeding,”’ 


[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file. and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Londen, S.W.1.1 
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AUSTRALIA. 





IMPORT TRADE IN SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 


1925. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 


MELBOURNE. 


The following statement shows the values of imports 


into the Commonwealth of Australia of goods produced 
or manufactured in the United Kingdom, Canada, Ger. 
many, Japan, and the United States during the third 
quarter of last vear:— 


Classes of Goods. 





Uniied 





Ger- | 
Kingdom.| Canada. many, Japan. States. |Countries, 


United | 


——_. 


All 





£ £ £ £ £ £ 
1, Foodstuffs of animal 
origin, but exelud- 
ing live animals 71,254 31,0515 — 1,761) 53,969 523,244 
2. Foodstuffs of vege- | 
table origin; non- 
aicoholic beverages 04,5790 635 134 7,248 72,059 1,503,125 
8. Spirituous and alco- 
holic liquors ; 374,302 561 278 1 — | 455,028 
4. Tobacco and _pre- 
parations thereof . 35,082 os 200 ou 544,557 804,627 
5. Live animals + 30,937 -- — — 1,105 77,564 
6. Animal substances 
(mainly unmanufac- 
tured) not foodstuffs | 25,601 1,041 15; 1,426 6,286 267,987 
7. Vegetable substances 
and fibres .. 40,028, 1,796. 189 15,660 33,903 714,055 
8. (a) Apparel .. _ 742,233 67,881, 11,124 66,776 352,816 1,600,794 
(b) Textiles .. .. | 5,849,710: 6,918, 11,718 747,003 254,119 7,259,966 
(c) Manufactured 
fibres - --! 817,455 11,499) 22 2,604, 38,044, 952,277 
9. Oils, fats and waxes 58,430! 138 321; 17,589:1,000,988 1,758,135 
10. Paintsand varnishes . 92,205 1,543 1,975 95, 35,883, 140,370 
11. Stones and minerals, | 
including ores and | 
concentrates : 85,329 S26 191 10 46,947; 207,334 
12. (a) Machines and’ 
machinery .. --{ 1,249,464 67,757 39,954 5,075 1,172,575, 2,690,602 
(b) Metal and metal 
manutactures other | 
than machinery | 8,270,276, $830,118 32,980 138,230 2,274,167, 6,669,598 
13, (a) Rubber and rub- | 
ber manufactures .. 111,434, 136,149) 1,365 1S 245,216 633,896 
(b) Leather and | 
manufactures of 
leather and substi- 
tutes therefor ee 43,470 13,424 553 175 111,524 186,125 
14. Wood and wicker, 
raw and manufac- 
tured. . ee - 35,488 141, 906 856 53,989 837,879 1,589,653 
15. Earthenware, ce- 
ment, china, glass 
and stoneware 317,610 731, 3,927, 56,935 55,714 539,244 
16. (a) Paper .. i 410,079 48,288, 3,425 668 52,572 855,144 
(b) Stationery and 
aper manufactures 357,292 5,761: 6,270 7,508 117,730 542,902 
17. Spacers, time- 
pieces and fancy | | 
goods. . ab de 236,532 2,872: 23,052, 52,924 0,255 648,122 
18. Optical, surgical and 
scientitic instru- | 
ments - ne 134,441 1,413 10,298 1,794 176,000 334,740 
19. Drugs, chemicals 
and fertilisers 880.509 8,520 19,187 14,087 130,240 803,938 
20. Miscellaneous ; 481,944 20,805 61,749, 50,131 318,996 1,185,833 
21. Gold, silver and 
bronze specie 1,927 _ — — 19 18,285 


Totals 








14,348,556. 1,396,592 230,473 1,116,657 8,023,577) 82,912,768 


The total value of imports in June quarter of 1928, 


details of which were published in the ‘‘ Journal” of 
15th November last (page 527), was £32,383,697, of which 
the United Kingdom’s share was £15,469,320, Canada’s 
Japan’s £811,353, and 


£1,360,218, Germany’s £213,697, 
It will be seen, therefore, 


the United States £7,231,992. 
that, while imports from the United Kingdom show 4 
further decrease (they were valued at £18,476,298 in March 


quarter, 


have increased in each instance. 





BRITISH MALAYA. 





IMPORTS OF CEMENT IN 1925. 


1923). those from the other principal sources 


It is satisfactory to find an increase of about 10 per 
cent. in the value of cement imported into British Malaya 
during 1923 over the corresponding figure for the previous 
year. The import of a greater value of United Kingdom 
cement is set off by a large decrease in the value of 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Coniinued. 





imports from other parts of the Empire, and Continental 
cement appears to have risen in tavour. 


———— ee — 


1922. | | : 1923. | 











Sources of supply. | 

Sd £ £ 

United Kingdom 90,580 107,578 
British Possessions 94,739 48,263 
Continent of Europe ... 89,547 121,061 
United States of America dd 1,458 1,397 
Japan ... iit lt wet ot 296 292 
Other Countries 20,631 49,503 
es Total 297,251 | 328,094 


} 








With the letting of the contract for the new Post 
Office building in Singapore, to be constructed at an 
estimated cost of about £500,000, and the gradual renewal 
of development schemes throughout the country under the 
influence of improved financial conditions, the demand for 
all forms of construction materials should show a further 
advance in the current year.—Malay States Information 
Agency, London. 





CANADA. 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
CONDITIONS. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 


The year has opened with a fair volume of business, but 
in several lines it is reported to be less than twelve months 
ago. Prices of clothing and some other commodities have 
been reduced, and there are many signs of the return 
to this market of merchandise from the United Kingdom 
and European countries. Wholesale houses generally 
report moderate business for spring. MRetail trade is 
fairly good, but the consumer is looking for ‘‘ bargains ”’ 


and purchasing power is restricted. 
a 


TRON AND STEEN. 


An additional order of 50,000 tons of rails for the 
Western lines of the Canadian Pacific Railway has been 
placed with the Algoma Steel Corporation, Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario. The mills are now running on a rail 
order for the Grand Trunk lines of the Canadian National 
Railways, and additional] rail business ‘s in prospect, while 
the 18-inch bar mill of the firm is producing for the 
account of a motor-car manufacturer. 

The present year may not witness as much activity in 
the iron and steel] industry as did the year before last. 
The railways purchased much equipment in 1923, motor-car 
production was substantial, and building contracts were 
numerous. . Residential building appears to have passed 
the peak for the time being. 


TEXTILE MANCFACTURE AND IMPORT. 


Many of the textile mills report a dull season. The 
knit goods mills have fared better than the mills that 
specialise on woven goods. Conditions are not by any 
means uniform, but some of the knit goods mills haye 
enjoyed activity, considering the raw cotton situation, and 
are looking forward to a continuance of production at a 
fairly good rate. 

Figures in regard to Canadian imports of textiles are 
given in a tabulation of the Canadian Woollen Manu- 
facturers’ Association which has been issued to the 
Canadian press. 

For the twelve months ended November, 1923, it is 
found that imports of cotton, silk and linen goods, together 
with woollen cloth and knitted wear, aggregate 112,244,724 
dols. Great Britain’s share of this tota] is 65,090,555 dols. 
and the United States participated to the extent of 
27,168,120 dols. Woollen and knitted goods were imported 
to the value of 41,497,295 dols., of which about 90 per 
cent. came from Great Britain. Imports ef cotton goods 
are valued at 40,023,651 dols., of which the United States’ 
Share was slightly over 40 per cent., and Britain’s was 
about 50 per cent. Imports of silk goods totalled 
19,042,795 dols. 


Footwear TRADE PROBLEMS. 


Difficulties encountered by the Canadian boot and shoe 
industry during 1923 were described by Mr. J. E. Warring- 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





ton, of Quebec, President of the Shoe Manufacturers’ 
Association of Canada, at the Annual Convention in 
Montreal. There were 23 failures, he said, out of a total 
of 180 manufacturers, and the wholesale trade was affected 
likewise by the same conditions, He remarked that fre- 
quent changes of style had been costly and that competition 
had been very keen. A reduction of 7 per cent. in 
production, as compared with 1922, was reported, and the 
value of the output decreased to a still greater extent. 
The importation of footwear from Germany and Great 
Britain was mentioned by Mr. Warrington. In connection 
with the importations of British footwear, he said that 
exceedingly low freight rates and the British preferential 
tariff have enabled imports to reach a large proportion. 
The Shoe Manufacturers’ Association have detailed a 
special committee to study this matter, with a view to 
making representations to the Canadian Government for 
additional protection. 

According to the oflficia] statistics, however, the per- 
centage of the value of Canadian imports from the United 
Kingdom is comparatively small in relation to that of 
Canadian production. 


PULP AND PAPER. 


A report of the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association 
shows that the value of the pulp and paper exports from 
Canada in 1923 amounted to 140,798,453 dols. For the 
previous year the total value was 115,803,742 dols.; so 
that last year’s figures showed an increase in the value of 
24,934,711 dols., or more than 20 per cent. 


The concensus of opinion at the Annual Convention of 
the Association at Montreal was that the past year had 
been a satisfactory one for companies, but that extensions 
in productive equipment had created a marketing problem 
for the future. Owing to the installation of new machines 
the capacity of Canadian mills had been increased 75,000 
tons annually of book, bond, and fine paper. In view of 
more serious competition in home and foreign markets, 
due to agencies militating against Canadian producers of 
these classes of paper, they believe that new markets must 
be established in foreign fields. Preterential tariff has, 
they claim, enabled British manufacturers in some cases 
to undersell Canadian producers in the home market. 
Despite these factors, the Association was able to report 
that progress had been made during the year, both as to 
production and shipments. Exports of fine paper increased 
as well as newsprint. The increased demand for newsprint 
that characterised the closing months of 1922 persisted 
throughout 1923, and Canadian newsprint mills were able 
to operate at capacity. 

Activities were largely due to the insistent demand 
from the United States, and new production records were 
established. European newsprint makers are stall a factor 
in supplying the United States market, as is shown by the 
fact that they exported to that country 200,000 tons last 
year. Furthermore, European makers have practically 
monopolised the market in South America, the prices in 
that territory being too low for Canadian mills to compete. 
The Canadian producers claim that the Australian market 
has also been practically lost to them through the prefer- 
ence granted to British paper, and Canadian shipments 
both to New Zealand and South Africa were below those 
of the previous vear. Such developments leave Canada 
almost entirely dependent on the United States as a 
market for the Canadian surplus over home requirements. 
The wrapping paper and board sections of the industry 
have had a good year, and conditions in the kraft paper 
section have been fairly satisfactory. 


THe LuMBER Cot. 


Lack of snow in Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Ontario has 
been responsible for delaying the hauling of lumber from 
the logging camps by at least three weeks. It is probable 
that the current cut will be approximately equal to that 
of last year. If there is an unusually late spring the 
production total will be larger, but under normal condi- 
tions the producers will have rather disappointing results. 
It is said that production costs will average slightly higher 
than a year ago. The probability is there will be no 
increase in prices, and the trade will have to do business 
on a somewhat narrower margin. Canadian producers 
must continue to look to the United States as a market 
for the greater part of the hardwoods cut. Stocks of dry 
lumber still on band are not large. 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN 1923. 


The general improvement in the economic conditions of 
the Union is maintained, states the Standard Bank of 
South Africa, in a review of conditions up to the end 
of January. 

Drought and locusts are still causing anxiety in certain 
districts, and the outlook for the coming crops, especially 
the maize crop, is not encouraging. ‘These factors in the 
position are not satisfactory, but in other directions there 
are features which give promise of further improvement. 

The wool season is at its height, and from all centres 
where wool is marketed reports of keen competition and 
rising prices are being received. Cables from London 
reported a firm market, with prices showing an upward 
trend. The mohair market also is very firm for all 
descriptions of hair, and America is again taking an 
interest in this class of produce. The market for hides 
and skins is strong, while ostrich feathers and the cattle 
market are reported to be weaker. The maize market is 
very firm, and shows a rising tendency, due to the 
continued drought up-country. 








Forrien TRADE IN 1923. 


The provisional foreign trade statistics of the Union for 
1923 put imports at £61,820,000 and exports at £69,564,000, 
as compared with £51,557,000 and £60,333,755 respectively 
for 1922. These increases are associated witli a rise in 
the value of the monetary unit as compared with 1922, 
and are further clearly being reflected in the shipping 
returns for the two chief harbours of the Union for 1922 
and 1923. The total of tonnage landed, shipped, and 
transhipped at the Cape Town docks during 1923 was 
1,345,038 tons, as compared with 970,641 tons in 1922, 
or an increase of 347,397 tons; for Durban the figures 
were 4,353,100 tons and 3,478,677 tons respectively, or an 
increase of 874,423 tons. The increases in exports are 
mainly due to maize and coal. Coal exports and bunkers 
for Cape Town exceeded the figures for 1922 by 137,295 
tons and for Durban by 416,770 tons. 

In addition to these favourable factors it is well to 
remember that it is expected in authoritative circles that 
the Budget will approximately balance at the end of the 
current fiscal year. Moreover, for the fiscal year, so far, 
the South African railways and harbours have been receiv- 
ing over £1,000,000 more in gross revenuc than was esti- 
mated for. A final factor of great importance to the 
country is that the protracted period of liquidation that 
set in towards the middle of 1920 is showing signs of 
abatement, and this is reflected in the decline in insolvency 
figures from 2,470 in 1922 to 2,243 in 1923. 


TRANSVAAL GOLD AND DIAMONDs. 


The gold output for 1923 amounted to 9,133,060 ounces, 
valued at £39,894,743, and constitutes a record for the 
Transvaal gold-mining industry, if 1916 is excepted, when 
the output was 9,296,618 ounces, valued at £39,489,522. 
the diamond industry, too, had a better year, and 
diamonds put on the market by the Cape, the Orange Free 
State, and Western Transvaal (but excluding those from 
South-West Africa and the Premier Mine) aggregated 
1,419,457 carats, valued at £5,328,815 14s. 4d., as against 
&87,901 carats, valued at £3,323,958 12s. 8d.-in 1922. 


GENERAL INDUSTRY AND TRADE. 


The building trade continues very busy, and during 
December the Cape Town City Engineer’s Department 
passed 118 building plans, valued at £63,835. This activity 
is also noticed in the other important centres of the Union. 
Business in the boot and shoe industries continues brisk, 
and prospects are good. Wholesale trade in soft goods is 
dificult and the volume is small, while the high prices 
realised for cotton and wool are expected to be reflected 
in the price of the finished products, making business 
still more difficult. 





EUROPE. 


ESTHONIA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN DECEMBER, 1923. 


(From the Esthonian Legation in London.) 


The import trade of Esthonia during December last was 
valued at 599,900,000 Esthonian marks, as compared with 
860,356,000 E. mks. in the previous month. 
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The following table shows the values of the principal 
imports during the month under review :— 


— 


Value. 





Commodity. 


(1,000 F. mks,) 
Foodstuffs (cereals, etc., meat and dairy produce, | 


fish and fish products, other foodstuffs, spirits, | 
etc.) hia 187,000 





Textiles, cotton, flax and other fibrous products 128,500 
Metals and metal goods ‘al 63,500 
Agricultural machinery and implements, ete. = ‘tools, | 

“instruments and firearms ... 60,200 
Oils, fats, tar and products 41,700 
Chemicals, paint, etc. ... 39,400 
Coal, coke and oil shale 22,300 
Paper and printed matter 15,400 
Stone and earthenware goods wr 11,000 
Leather, leather manufactures and other animal | 

products | 10,200 
Fertilizers 8,500 
Objects of art, musical instruments, “ete. 7,700 
Wood and w ood manufactures 2,900 
Seeds and plants 1,300 


CHIEF SouRCES OF SUPPLY. 

Nearly one-half of the imports came from Germany, 
whose share amounted to 268,300,000 E. mks. Other 
sources of supply included the United Kingdom, 89,700,000 
KE. mks., Russia, 61,700,000 E. mks.; Belgium, 53,800,000 
E. mks.; Sweden, 36,700,000 E. mks.; Latvia, 21 million 
E. mks.; Danzig, 16,700,000 E. mks.; Denmark, 13,200,000. 
E. mks.; Finland, 12,800,000 E. mks; and the United 
States, 11,200,000 E. mks. 


Export TRADE. 


The export trade during the month under review 
amounted in value to 373,700,000 E. mks., as against 
434,132,000 E. mks. in November. The principal exports 
included textiles, cotton, flax and other fibrous products, 
174,300,000 KE. mks.; foodstuffs (cereals, etc., meat and 
dairy produce, fish and fish products, other foodstuffs, 
spirits, etc., livestock and game), 83 million E. mks. ; wood 
and wood manufactures, 65,200,000 E. mks.; paper and 
printed matter, 21,800,000 E. mks.; seeds and plants, 
9,300,000 E. mks.; machinery, 7,200,000 EK. mks.; leather, 
leather manufactures, and other animal products, 6 million 
K. mks.; chemicals and paint, etc., 4,200,000 E. mks.; 
and stone and earthenware goods, 1,000,000 E. mks. 


Cuier RECIPIENT COUNTRIES. 


The United Kingdom was the largest recipient of 
Esthonian exports, her share amounting to 103,900,000 
E. mks.; other recipients included Denmark, 41 million 
E. mks. ; Germany, 40,800,000 E. mks. ; Finland, 38,200,000 
E. mks.; Latvia, 37,400,000 E. mks.; Sweden, 36 million 
E. mks.; Lithuania, 35,600,000 E. mks.; Belgium, 
15,900,000 E. mks.; and Russia, 12,200,000 E. mks. 





FRANCE. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN JANUARY. 


(From H.M. Ambassador.) 
PaRIs. 

The statistics of French foreign trade published by the 
Customs Department show that the value of imports 
during the month of January amounted to 2,888 million 
francs, as against 2,136 million frs. in the same month of 
1923, an increase of about 752 million frs., while that of 
exports totalled 2,700 million frs., as against 1,8024 million 
frs., an increase of 897} million frs. Imports of raw 
materiais show an increase of 629 million frs. and exports 
of manufactured articles an increase of 630 million frs. 

During the month of January the unfavourable balance 
of visible exchanges amounted to 188 million frs., as 
against about 333 million frs. during the same month of 
1923. The value both of imports and exports was lower 
in January than in any month since September last. 

As regards weight, imports in January amounted to 
3,933,496 tons, as against 4,107,671 tons in January, 1923 
—a decrease of 174 ,000 tons—and exports to 1,769,916 tons, 
as against 1,894,292 tons—a decrease of 124,000 tons. 
Imports of raw materials decreased by over 146,000 tons 
and exports of raw materials by about 240,000 tons. There 
was an increase, on the other hand, of 93,000 tons in 
exports of manufactured articles. 
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AFRICA. 


EGYPT. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN JANUARY. 
(From the British Commercial Agent.) 











Carro. 
The Department of Statistics, Cairo, has issued the 
following statement of the foreign commerce of Egypt 
during the month of January, 1924:— 


Increase (+) or 








January, January, 
1924. 1923. | decrease (—), 
£E. £E. | £E. 


Imports : 


obacco ain one 163,552 


| 

— | 
| 125,261 + $8,291 
| 























Other merchandise... | 3,761,838 3,634,684 + 127,154 
Total ... 3,925,390 3,759,945 + 165,445 

Exports : | 
Cotton oab .» | 7,456,201 | 5,874,671 | +1,581,530 
Cigarettes — 16,936 | 16,481 + 455 
Other merchandise os 915,188 | 873,771 | + 41,417 
Total ... 8,388,325 | 6,764,923 | +1,623,402 
Re-exports ...  ...{ 102,097 | 123,982 | — 21,835 
| 399,602 | — 153,599 


Transit trade ... . | 246,008 

















UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


GROWTH OF TRADE WITH TROPICAL 
COUNTRIES. 

The trade of the United States with the tropical world 
has shown a remarkable growth since the beginning of 
the war. Whether or not it is because of the disarrange- 
ment of trade methods resulting frum the war, the 
opening of new steamship routes by the Panama Canal, the 
increased activities of the automobile for land transporta- 
tion in the tropics, or even the increasing use of tropical 
products which followed prohibition, it is at least a fact, 
states the ‘‘ Trade Record ’”’ of the National City Bank 
of New York, that our trade with the tropics has increased 
approximately 130 per cent. in value since 1913, while 
that with the non-tropical world increased but about 75 
per cent, in the same period. 

With the dangers to sea-borne commerce which existed 
during the war, European countries gradually reduced 
their tropical imports for re-exportation purposes, and as 
a result the United States developed her direct purchases 
from the tropical countries and at the same time increased 
her direct sales to them. 

Considering as tropical, or at least sub-tropical, the 
American areas lying between Northern Mexico and 
Southern Brazil, the Continent of Africa, except the South 
African Union, and the countries and islands lving between 
Northern India, the Philippine Islands, and Central 
Australia, the number of political divisions with which 
the United States interchanges merchandise —countries, 
colonies, and islands—is 35, and trade with them has 
grown from approximately 1,060 million dols. in 1913 to 
about 2,447 million dols. in 1923. The total value of 
merchandise brought direct from the tropical world (includ- 
ing United States tropical islands) advanced from approxi- 
mately 640 million dols. in 1913 to about 1,620 million dols. 
in 1923, while the exports to these areas increased from 
about 400 million dols. in 1913 to approximately 830 
million dols. in 1923. 

While a part of this apparent increase, continues the 
‘Trade Record,’’ is probably due to the fact that certain 
tropical products prior to the war reached the United 
States from the European countries and were accredited 
to them in United States trade statistics, it is quite 
apparent that United States trade with the tropics has 
enormously increased. Practically all the tropical countries 
have increased the percentage which American products 
form of their imports. United States official statistics 
show that imports from Cuba advanced from 125 million 
dols. in 1913 to 376 million dols. in 1923, and the exports 
thereto from 73 million dols. in 1913 to 192 million dols. 
in 1923. United States imports from India advanced from 
® million dols. in 1913 to 55 million dols. in 1923; and from 
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Egypt there was an increase from 17 million dols. to 39 
million dols. Imports from South America increased from 
198,259,000 dols. in 1913 to 466,817,000 dols. in 1923, and 
exports to that continent from 146,515,000 dols. to 
269,318,000 dols. within the same period. 

The big increases in imports from the tropics occur in 
rubber, fibres, sugar, coffee, cocoa, and fruits, and the 
gains in exports to that area consist chiefly of manu- 
factures. 

This increase in United States trade with the tropical 
world, and especially in the market which the tropics offer 
for manufactures, is especially of interest, adds the ‘‘ Trade 
Record,’’ in view of the great possibilities of increasing 
the producing and consequent buying power of that part 
of the world. The tropical and sub-tropical belt, extending 
the world around between the 30th parallels of north and 
south latitude, has over one-third of the habitable land 
area of the world, much of it with far greater producing 
power per acre than that of the temperate zones, and with 
the increasing exportation of its natura] products which 
would follow improved transportation facilities by railways 
and automobiles would come an increased demand for 
factory products. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 


INDUSTRY AND PRODUCTION. 

H.M. Consul and Chargé d’Affaires at Santo Domingo 
City, in his Report on the Economic, Financial, and Com- 
mercial Conditions in the Dominican Republic, states that 
the sugar industry is the most important in the Republic. 
There are 21 active mills in the country (14 large 
modern sugar mills and seven small ones), capable of 
producing about 250,000 (short) tons of crude sugar under 
favourable circumstances. The 1922 crop amounted 
approximately to 176,000 tons, of which 171,542 tons were 
exported, the balance being sold for domestic consumption, 
against a crop of 188,000 tons in 1921. The sugar crop 
for 1923, which was estimated to amount to about 209,800 
short tons, has obtained very favourable prices. Sugar 
mills are now on a comparatively stable basis, and _ pro- 
duction costs have been cut down to an average figure 
of less than 25 cents per pound, which should assure the 
future of this industry. 





CoFFEER. 


Dominican coffee enjoys a high reputation, and is in 
steady demand in the United States, Cuba, Italy, and 
France. The coffee growing industry enjoyed a greater 
measure of improvement during 1922 than the other 
large crops, owing to substantial improvement in 
the market for this product. An increase’ of 
three or four cents more per pound was _ received 
for 1922 exports, and, given the continuance of 
the favourable market, it is believed that the 1923 crop, 
which showed promise of being up to normal, will re- 
establish satisfactory conditions in this industry. Although 
exports of coffee, amounting to 2,361,618 kilogs., were 
nearly two and a half times greater in 1922 than in 1921, 
because of delay in marketing the previous crop, the 
production for 1922 was considered small. It is said that 
a normal crop is about 65,000 quintals (100 English 
pounds), of which 10,000 are consumed locally and the 
balance exported about equally to the United States and 
to Europe and Cuba. Little or no Dominican coffee finds 
its way to the United Kingdom. 


AGRICULTURE. 


In addition to the two main products already described, 
various other agricultural products are grown locally 
upon a commercial scale and exported in smaller amounts. 
Among these are cocoa, tobacco, bananas, beans, coconuts, 
cotton, maize, honey, etc. It is believed that the growing 
of bananas, citrus fruits, and cotton could be greatly 
developed and the area under coffee profitably extended, 
given a continuance of stable political conditions and the 
completion of the present programme of road construction. 


CATTLE. 


Over five times the amount of hides of cattle were 
exported in 1922 than in 1921, being purchased mainly in 
the United States and Germany. With excellent grazing 
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lands in the Cibao Valley, there would appear to be no 
reason why a profitable trade could not be developed in 
raising Dominican cattle for export to the neighbouring 
islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, both of which are large 
importers. 

Locat INDUSTRIES. 

Beyond a modern and. efficient match factory and 
several rum distilleries, Dominican manutactures are con- 
fined to small workshops, making shoes, hats, clothing, 
candles, soap, tiles, etc., upon a smal] scale, not supplying 
more than a fraction of the local demand. 

BUILDING. 

Private construction, which is usually a fair trade 
barometer, has continued very limited, but since the 
beginning of 1923 a slight increase in the number of new 
concrete buildings has been noticed, A modern electric 
light plant has been installed at Santo Domingo, and a 
project for an aqueduct for the water supply of the capital 
is spoken of, but has not as yet materialised. 
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Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 





UNITED KINGDOM—BELGIUM. 


ACCEPTANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF 
ORIGIN ISSUED BY BELGIAN CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
‘* Journal ’’ of 13th December last (page 637), it has now 
been arranged that the Chamber of Commerce of Furnes 
shall be included in the list otf Belgian Chambers of Com- 
merce whose certificates are accepted by the Customs 
Authorities of this country as evidence of origin for the 
purposes of Part Il of the Safeguarding of Industries Act. 
This arrangement is subject to the conditions laid down 

in the above-mentioned notice. 








FRANCE—GREECE. 
PROVISIONAL TARIFF ARRANGEMENTS. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading 
in the ‘‘ Journal’”’ of 15th November last (page 533), 
it should be noted that the French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ”’ 
for 27th February contains a Presidential Decree enforc- 
ing in France a Commercial Arrangement signed on 21st 
february between France and Greece. The Arrangement 
continues in force, until the conclusion of a definitive 
Agreement, the provisions of the Exchange of Notes of 
1892, which stipulated that French goods were to be subject 
to the ‘‘ Conventional’’ Tariff duties on importation into 
Greece, and Greek goods were to be subject to the 
‘“ Minimum ”’ Tariff rates on importation into France. 
This provision is not, however, to apply to Greek ordinary 
wines imported into France, for which the Tariff treatment 
is as follows: An annual contingent of 200,000 hectolitres 
uf ordinary wines originating in and coming from Greece 
is to be admitted at a duty (including “ coefficient ’’) of 
30 frances per hectolitre, all ordinary wine imported in 
excess of this quantity being subject to the ‘‘ General ”’ 
Tariff duty. 

As an exception to the prohibition in force, 15,000 
hectolitres of full-bodied wines originating in and coming 
from Greece will be permitted to be imported into France 
each year, and will be subject to the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff 
duty. 

The Arrangement is concluded for a period of three 
months from 29th February, but may be tacitly prolonged, 
subject to three months’ notice of denunciation. 








SPAIN—ICELAND. 


DECLARATION REGULATING COMMERCTAT, 
RELATIONS. 


A Declaration was signed at Madrid on 23rd July. 1923. 
regulating on a most-favoured-nation basis the commercial 
relations between Spain and Iceland in all matters relating 
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to commerce, navigation, and any other forms of industry, 
as well as in those relating to taxes and dues, with the 
exception of Customs duties. 

As regards these last, merchandise produced in and 
coming from Spain is to enjoy on importation into Iceland 
the benefit of the lowest rates which are, or may be, 
applicable to identical or similar goods produced in and 
coming from any other country, while merchandise pro- 
duced in and coming from Iceland will, on importation 
into Spain, be granted the benefit of the ‘*‘ second column ” 
rates of the Spanish Tariff for the time being in force. 

The Declaration provides for the continuation of the 
already existing arrangement under which Spain accords 
to codfish from Iceland equally favourable Customs treat- 
ment, both as regards duties and formalities, as is, or 
may be, granted to codfish from any other country, on 
condition that Iceland exempts wines, not exceeding 2] 
degrees of alcohol, produced in and coming from Spain, 
from the provisions of the Icelandic Law of 14th November, 
1917, relating to the prohibition of the importation of 
eleoholic beverages, and adopts no measures which may 
serve to counteract the results of the said exemption. 

The provisions of the Declaration are not applicable to 
concessions which Spain has granted, or may in future 
crant, to Portugal, the Spanish Zone of Morocco, and the 
Spanish-American Republics. 

The Declaration, which was to come into force immedi- 
ately, is subject to three months’ notice of denunciation. 
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Shipping and Railways. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





MOVEMENT OF SHIPPING IN JANUARY. 


The number and net tonnage of vessels arriving at and 
departing from ports in the United Kingdom (including 
the Isle of Man), with cargoes or in ballast, during the 
month of January were as follows :— 














Arrived. Departed. 
No. Tons net. No. Tons net. 
Foreign Trade 6,986 8,270,424 7,006 8,486,371 
Coasting Trade 12,151 3,408,180 12,213 3,422,770 
Total 19,137 11,678,604 19,219 11,909,141 


The average daily movement of vessels in January, and 
in the preceding two months, was as follows: — 


Foreign Trade. 


Arrived. ; Departed. 

No. Tons net. No. Tons net. 
January, 1924... 225 266,788 © 226 278,754 
December, 1923 ... 259 308 154 248 290,485 
November, 1923 ... 273 305,883 270 309, 458 

Coasting Trade. 
January, 1924 392 109,941 394 110,412 
December, 1923... 393 111,532 393 112,045 
November, 1923 ... 416 114,582 415 115,817 


Particulars for the leading port areas are given below :— 


FOREIGN TRADE. 











| Total Arrived. | Total Departed. 

| No. Tons net. No. Tons net. 

London ... vee --, 865 1,361,030 811 1,293,102 

Mersey ports... | 746 1,232,204 788 =1,249,789 

South Wales ports ...| 892 998,450 | 1,031 1,309,192 

Tyne ports swe coe | 545 608,085 596 702, 561 
Ports between Tyne | 

and Humber | 318 405,009 306 406,066 

Humber ports ... oo | G76 647,376 676 638,791 

Southampton ... ...; 218 550,852 224 ~—«6 07,340 
Dover, Folkestone | 

and Newhaven | 398 235,059 389 227,948 

Glasgow and Greenock...| 255 416,438 244 396,370 

Rest of Great Britain ... | 1,957 1,728,579 1,858 1,595,494 

Ports of Northern Ireland 115 87,342 83 59,718 





Excepting those relating to departures from London, 
Mersey ports, and Tyne ports, all the tonnage figures, 
under both arrivals and departures, show a falling off 
from the December totals. The largest decreases are: 
under arrivals, those shown by Southampton, ‘ Rest of 
(reat Britain,’’ South Wales ports, Mersey ports, Humber 
ports, and London; and under departures, those shown 
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SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS—Continued. 





pv ‘* Rest of Great Britain,’’ Humber ports, Glasgow and 
Greenock, and South Wales ports. The falling off is 
largely seasonal. There was an increase of about 12 per 
cent. in tonnage departing from London. 


CoasTING TRADE. 





Total Departed. 


Total Arrived. 











No. Tons net. | No. Tons net. 

TE IIE Bet 451,011 991 620,190 

Mersey ports. .-.. oo | 7 189,031 828 280,979 

South Wales ports vor] 924 520,276 708 224,534 

Tyne — ; ios if 409 328,418 359 229,954 
Ports between Tyne | 

and Humber | 425 248,678 478 279,030 

Humber ports oe | 332 118,498 358 162,805 

Southampton + | 579 81,329 562 90,593 
Dover, Folkestone | 

and Newhaven | 77 13,253 96 22,233 

Glasgow and Greenock.. 615 141,021 608 117,008 

Rest of Great Britain ... | 6,247 1,082,221 6,348 1,136,995 

Ports of Northern Ireland | 840 234,444 877 258,449 





On comparison with the figures for December, those for 
January show increases in the tonnage arriving at and 
departing from London, Tyne ports, and ports between 
Tyne and Humber; in arrivals, at Southampton; and in 
departures, from Dover, Folkestone and Newhaven, and 
Glasgow and Greenock. The figures relating to arrivals 
at ports of South Wales, Humber ports, Glasgow and 
Greenock, ‘‘ Rest of Great Britain,’’ and ports of Northern 
[reland show decreases, as do also those relating to 
departures from Mersey ports, South Wales ports, Humber 
ports, Southampton, ‘‘ Rest of Great Britain,’’ and ports 
of Northern Ireland. 


VESSELS REGISTERED. 


The number and gross tonnage of vessels registered under 
Part I of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, that remained 
on the Register at ports in the United Kingdom,* including 
the Isle of Man and the Channel] Islands, on 31st December, 
1923, were as follows :—- 

Sailing Vessels. Steam and Motor 














Vessels 
Tonnage Classification. | | | 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. 

be - | pion m 
Under 500 Tons 5,859 | 452,494 | 8,077 _ 1,107,021 
Of 500 and under 1,600 ,, 122 | 90,440 | 1,223 1,159,439 
iGee.. ~ 6600 .. | 17 | £«°41,460 | 2,316 8,878,431 
Of 6,000 Tons and above od 7,718 | 853 7,618,764 

Total ... ... | 5,999 | 592,112 | 12,469. 18,763,655 


———— = a . ooo 


* Vessels registered at ports in the Irish Free State are excluded. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 





PORT AND RAILWAY CHARGES. 


The Federated Malay States Government ‘‘ Gazette ”’ 
(Second Supplement), 3rd January, 1924, contains sundry 
information relative to charges on ships and cargoes and 
railway rates in the Federated Malay States. 

This includes particulars of handling charges on coal 
and coke in bulk at Prai; stevedoring; steam tug, steam 
crane, landing, wharfage, storage, handling, and lighterage 
charges, and railway rates. 

The ‘‘ Gazette ’’ referred to may be seen at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 





° JAPAN. 





LOSS OF SHIPPING RECORDS AT 
YOKOHAMA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Yokohama has 
reported that, owing to the destruction by fire on Ist 
September, 1923, of the records of this Consulate-General 
and of the local Japanese Government Offices, no statistics 
are available for the compilation of the Return of Shipping 
of all nationalities which entered and cleared in the 
foreign trade of the port of Yokohama during the year 
1923. 





SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS—Continued. 


PORTUGAL, 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE: 
CHARGES AT LISBON. 


H.M. Consul at Lisbon has forwarded a copy of the 
‘‘ Diario do Governo’’ of 15th December last, which 
contains a time table of work recently applied to the 
Portuguese Mercantile Marine. 

The same number of the ‘* Diario ’”’ contains a reduced 
tariff of port charges at Lisbon, calculated to attract large 
vessels and to encourage ships to occupy the quays. This 
reduction amounts to 50 per cent. for regular foreign 
lines calling at the port. 

The copy of the above-mentioned publication may be 
consulted by British firms at the City Office of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 








PORT 





SPAIN. 
PORT CHARGES AT ALGECIRAS. 


H.M. Consul at Seville has recently forwarded par- 
ticulars of the latest Algeciras port tariff. 

General Tariff No. 3 contains berthing and mooring 
charges, together with regulations applying to that Tariff, 
while Tariff No. 4 gives particuiars of charges for the hire 
of equipment and floating material in the port. 

A translation of the above-mentioned Tariffs may be 
obtained by firms of British origin, capital, and control 
upon application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C.2. 








SUDAN. 
GOVERNMENT TRADE REPORT. 


The menthly Report issued by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch, Central Economic Board, of the Sudan 
Government contains information, among other items of 
interest, upon : — 

A. Trade of the Sudan during 1923. 

B. Statistical Return (approximate) of the trade via 
Red Sea ports and Haifa for eleven months ended 
30th November, 1923. 

C. A list of reductions in freight rates and in surtax 
on Government railways and steamships and in 
charges connected with port services at Port 
Sudan, ete., made during the years 1921, 1922, 
and 1923, and which include coal handling, 
pilotage, and port dues at Port Sudan, and par- 
ticulars of petrol, passenger fares, porterage, and 
transhipment charges. 





The publication may be consulted as a whole or extracts 
obtained by application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C.2, to which al] enquiries relative to 
shipping and transport should be addressed. 





oe 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Publications relating to Commerce, Industry, etc., recently 
issued by various Government Departments. To be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and Branches. ’ (Post free prices are in parentheses.) 


Board of Trade :— 
Boiler Explosion. Report of Inquiry :-— 

_ ; From a Stop-Valve chest at Leven Collieries, Nos 1 and 2, Methil. 
(94d.) 

2641. From a Cast Iron Steam Pipe at Denby Colliery, near Derby. 
(940.) 

Signal Letters of British Ships. 1924. Supplement corrected to 31st 
January, 1924. (64d.) 
Overseas Trade Department. Report :— 

Brazil. Economic and Financial Conditions. September, 1923. (3s. 14d.) 

East Africa (Uganda Protectorate, Kenya Colony and Protectorate, 
the Tanganyika Territory and the Zanzibar Protectorate). Trade and 
Commerce. Report for year ended June, 1923, revised to September, 
1923. (1s. 7d.) 

Dominican Republic and the Republic of Hayti. Economic, Financial 
and Commercial Conditions. September, 1923. (1s. 7d.) 

Trade and Commerce. Foreign. Accounts of certain Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions; including figures received up to 15th 
December, 1923. (4s. 74d.) 

Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Posses- 
sions, 1922, compared with the years 1913 and 1919-1921. Annua 
Statement :— 

Vol. IV. Particulars of the Trade at Individual Ports and with Indi- 

vidual Countries and of the Customs Revenue received at each Port 
and at certain inland Towns. (21s. 9d.) 
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Minerals and Metals. 





AUSTRALIA. 





GOLD SALES IN DECEMBER, 1923. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Melbourne has forwarded 
a copy of the usual monthly circular issued to shareholders 
by the Gold Producers’ Association, Limited. 

“The circular states that only 10,000 sovereigns (repre- 
senting 2,568 oz. standard gold) were exported by the 
Association in December. In addition, 12,548 oz. standard 
gold was supplied to manufacturing jewellers, etc., during 
the quarter ended 31st December. The average price 
realised was equivalent to £4 7s. 1ld. per oz. standard, 
or £4 15s. 1ld. per oz. fine. The average London price 
for the month was £4 14s. 7d. After allowing for costs 
of realisation of exported gold and exchange on remittances 
from London, the net return to the Association will be 
approximately £4 13s. 5d. per oz. fine. The Board hopes 
to be able to distribute the half-year’s premium about 
the middle of March. During December the increased 
price of gold, consequent upon the decline in the dollar 
sterling exchange rate, was maintained. 





NEW SOUTH WALES GOLD YIELD IN 1923. 


The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney 
reports that, according to a return furnished by the 
Under Secretary of Mines, New South Wales, the gold 
yield in that State during the month of December 
amounted to 1,205 ounces crude, equal to 1,037 ounces fine, 
valued at £4,406. 

The yield for the year 1923 amounted to 20,758 ounces 
crude, equal to 18,833 ounces fine, valued at £79,998. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





GOLD OUTPUT IN NOVEMBER, 1923. 

The Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau has_ been 
informed by the Geological Survey of India that the 
quantity of gold extracted from the mines in India during 
the month of November, 1923, amounted to 35,208 oz., 
valued at Rs. 21,05,227. 





CANADA. 





METALLURGICAL PROGRESS IN 1923. 


(from the High Commissioner for Canada in London.) 


Considerable progress has been made during the past 
year in the erection of new plants, additions to existing 
plants, and the remodelling and opening of old ones to 
meet the conditions of advanced metallurgical practice. 
New industrial plants have been built for the iron and 
steel industry, new concentrators have been built, or are in 
course of erection, for the copper and lead-zinc industries ; 
additions to existing plants have been made, or are in 
course of erection, for the nickel industry, and new milling 
plants have been put into operation, additions made, and 
old mills remodelled for the gold and silver industries. 

The outstanding features of metal production for 1923 
are increases in the output of iron and steel, copper, 
nickel, and cobalt, while the production of lead, zinc, 
silver, and gold will be practically the same as that of 
the preceding year. Although market conditions were 
favourable for an increased output of these latter 
metals, the production of lead and zinc was governed 
largely by the capacity of the concentrators and refineries 
to separate and produce these metals. The lower silver 
values in the British Columbia ores is the chief reason 
for no increased production of this metal, and the shortage 
of power during the first six months of the year was largely 
the cause of an increase in the gold yield. 


IRON AND STEEL. 


The production of pig iron and steel in 1923 will show a 
marked increase over that of the preceding year. Pig 
iron output in 1922 amounted to 383,057 tons, but it 
is anticipated that the production in 1923 will exceed 
800,000 tons. The production of steel ingots and castings, 





MINERALS AND METALS— Continued. 





which amounted to 485,643 tons in 1922, is expected to 
total over 900,000 tons during 1923. 

A number of industrial plants and additions were estab. 
lished during the year. A firm at Sherbrooke, Quebec, 
have now a plant in operation with an output of from 
8 to 10 tons of manganese and mild steel castings a week, 
whilst another firm at Belleville, Ontario, have installed 
an electric furnace in their works for the manufacture of 
grey iron and steel castings. A Winnipeg firm have 
installed an electric smelting plant for the manufacture 
of special products, in addition to which a concern at 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, have installed a new galvanising 
unit in their mill, increasing the daily capacity of the 
wire plant from 60 to 120 tons, to meet the increasing 
demand for galvanised wire for nails and fencing. 


CoerPpER OvTPUT. 


It is anticipated that the production of copper for the 
year under review will be double that of 1922, as the first 
six months’ production was larger than that of 1922, which 
amounted to 43,321,403 Ib. 

A new concentrator, with a capacity of 2,500 tons per 
day, was put into operation in the early part of the year, 
whilst in November last a firm started to treat Rossland 
ores in the concentrator used formerly for the treatment 
of Sullivan lead-zine ores. 

It is anticipated that a new concentrator with a 
capacity of 1,500 tons daily for the concentration of the 
Hidden Creek ores will be ready for operation early in 
this year. 

The old Eustis mine at Eustis, Quebec, has resumed 
operations, and the mill has been remodelled, with the 
addition of a flotation plant, and copper concentrate is 
being produced. 


NICKEL AND COBALT. 


It is considered that the production of nickel wil] for 
1923 be far in excess of that of 1922, and slightly above 
pre-war output. The smelting works at Copper Cliff, 
Ontario, had four blast and one reverberatory furnace in 
operation for the greater part of the year, whilst two 
furnaces were continuously in blast at the Coniston smelt- 
ing works. Another concern was operating two _ blast 
furnaces, with an average of one in operation continually, 
at their smelting works at Nickelton, Ontario, and the 
refinery at Deschenes, Quebec, continued in operation 
throughout the year. Previous to the war 50 per cent. 
of the nickel production went to the steel makers for 
armament purposes. In 1922 only 12 per cent. went to 
the steel makers, and 87} per cent. for the production of 
non-ferrous alloys and pure nickel products. Much 
research work has been conducted on ‘ nickel bearing type 
of stainless steel,’’ ‘‘ seamless nickel tubes,’’ and _nickel- 
silicon steel, etc. 

The output of cobalt will probably show a marked 
increase over 1922, and should compare favourably with 
the year 1917, when the production amounted to 1,079,572 
lb. The mines at Cobalt, Ontario, and in the vicinity, 
are the chief sources of the world’s supply. The ores, con- 
centrates, and residues from such mines and mills are 
treated in the reduction plants at Deloro and Thorold, 
Ontario, for the recovery of the cobalt in the form of 
metal, oxide, and cobalt salts. Cobalt metal is chiefly 
used for the manufacture of ‘‘ Stellite,’’ and as one of 
the main constituents of permanent magnets. The oxide 
is used mainly for colouring in the ceramic and enamel 
industries, and in the preparation of the salts. The salts 
are used as driers in paints and varnishes and in stains 
in the ceramic industry, 


LEAD AND ZINc. 


The market for lead and zine has continued strong 
throughout the year, and it is estimated that the produc- 
tion of both metals will practically be the same as in 1922. 
The chief source of this production is from the mines 
of the Slocan and East Kooteneys. A company at 
Kimberley, British Columbia, has completed its new con- 
centrator for the separation of the minerals of the Sullivan 
ore. This concentrator is probably the largest and most 
complete of its kind in the world. It has a daily capacity 
of 3,000 tons of ore, and was put into operation in August 
last, and from the start gave more efficient working as 
to recoveries and grade of concentrate than the concen- 
trator of Trail formerly used for the treatment of Sullivan 
ore, and which is now being used for the treatment of 


Marcu 6, 1924. 





Mart 


Rossl 
of or 
easily 
trate 
as ag 
an il 
Th 
distr: 
of Sl 
the vy 
mill 
treat 
in a 
new 
Coun 


De 
Coba 
Yuko 
Colut 
incre 
activ 
ment 
many 
is no 
With 
the | 
dols. 
trict, 
activ 
coppe 
from 


Th 
Ostra 
field 
tons 
per ¢c 
was 
impr 
briqu 
1922. 
24 
per ¢ 


Th 
state 
up t 
stock 
amou 
for s 


ing t 
of 27 
terri 
agall 
due 
the — 
mont 
a& mi 
the ¢ 
that 
Th 
whic 
tons 


, 1924, 


cted to 


> estab. 
Juebec, 
t from 
L Week, 
stalled 
ture of 
2 have 
facture 
ern at 
anising 
of the 
reasing 


‘or the 
1e first 
which 


ns per 
» year, 
yssland 
itment 


‘ith a 
of the 
rly in 


sumed 
th =the 
ate ig 


) for 
above 
Cliff, 
ce in 
t two 
smelt- 
blast 
ually, 
d the 
‘ation 
cent. 
s for 
nt to 
on of 
Much 
type 
ickel- 


arked 
with 
9,572 
inity, 
con- 
; are 
yrold, 
m of 
niefly 
1e of 
»xide 
amel 
salts 
tains 


rong 
y\due- 
1922. 
11nes 
at 
con- 
ivan 
most 
city 
gust 
py as 
cen- 
ivan 
t of 


Marcu 6, 1924, 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


31T 





MINERALS AND METALS— Continued. 





Rossland ores. In October last it was treating 2,000 tons 
of ore daily, and with all the equipment in operation should 
easily reach 3,000 tons daily. The lead and zinc concen- 
trates are shipped to Trail, the saving in freight charges 
as against the former practice of shipping the ore being 
an important item of expense eliminated. 


The Silversmith mill, the chief producer in the Slocan 
district, is probably the most efficient for the treatment 
of Slocan ores, and was in continual operation throughout 
the year. In Ontario the only producer was the mine and 
mill at Galetta, Ontario, where'a new blast furnace for 
treating slags and flue dust has been installed, and is now 
in a position to handle custom ores. The erection of a 
new concentrator at Notre Dame des Anges, Pontneuf 
County, is vnder consideration. 


SILVER AND GOLD. 


Developments during the past year in South Lorrain, in 
Cobalt, and in Gowganda, Ontario, in the Mayo district, 
Yukon, and in the Stewart and Slocan districts, British 
Columbia, have been such that the prospects for an 
increased production of silver are most encouraging. The 
activity in gold mining and the exploration and develop- 
ment carried on during the past three years have brought 
many mines to the stage of production. Northern Ontario 
is now producing at the rate of 2,100,000 dols. a month. 
With an ample supply of power, and with new producers, 
the Ontario output should be approximately 30 million 
dols. for the year 1924. Developments in the Stewart dis- 
trict, the opening up of the Rossland mines, increased 
activity in placer mining, and with improvement in the 
copper situation, a greater production should be recorded 
from British Columbia. 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 





COAL AND COKE OUTPUT IN 1923. 


The Commercial Secretary at Prague states that in the 
Ostrava-Karvina mines, which constitute the main coal- 
field in Czechoslovakia, the output in 1923 was 1,541,560 
tons in excess of the output for 1922—an increase of 234 
per cent. The production of coke at Vitkovice and Trinec 
was 1,755,360 tons, as against 847,920 tons in 1922—an 
improvement of over 100 per cent. The output of 
briquettes was 33,340 tons, compared with 16,570 tons in 
1922. The number of men employed in the mines was 
2:4 per cent. less, and the number in the coke sheds 29 
per cent. more, than in 1922. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 





TIN STOCKS. 


The Malay States Information Agency is authorised to 
state that the Government of the Federated Malay States, 
up to 25th February, had disposed of 5,500 tons of its 
stocks of tin in the open market. This represents the total 
amount of Federated Malay States Government tin released 
for sale under the terms of the Bandoeng Agreement. 





FRANCE, 





SAAR COAL OUTPUT IN 1923. 


The Commercial Counsellor at Paris states that, accord- 
ing to a report appearing in the ‘‘ Journée Industrielle ”’ 
of 27th February, the output of the coal mines in the Saar 
territory during 1923 amounted to 9,192,275 tons, as 
against 11,240,003 tons in 1922. The decline in output is 
due to the strike of three months at the beginning of 
the year. Except during that period and during the 
month of December the monthly output did not fall below 
a million tons. It appears, therefore, but for the strike 
the output of the mines would have considerably exceeded 
that recorded in the previous year. 

The strike also had its effect on the output of coke, 
which amounted to 133,002 tons in 1923, as against 253,120 
tons in 1922. 








Textiles. 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 





THE BRUNN WOOLLEN INDUSTRY 
IN 1928. 


(From the British Vice-Consul.) 
PRAGUE. 


According to the Annual Report for 1923 of the Briinn 
Woollen Industry Association, the industry is slowly 
recovering from the crisis of 1922. During the sudden rise 
of the Czech exchange in 1922 the textile industry, and 
the woollen branch in particular, suffered most severely. 
At the end of 1922 employment in the woollen industry 
had sunk to a level never previously recorded in-its history. 
In 1923 an improvement set in. The stabilised rate of 
the Czech crown caused a marked improvement in the 
trade, and was the principal reason for the marked 
improvement in the condition of the woollen industry. 
Buyers regained confidence, and new orders for the home 
and foreign trade were placed, as there was no fear of 
stocks losing value through a new rise in the crown. It 
must be admitted that the cost of production is only 
slowly adapting itself to the present value of the crown. 
Rates and taxes have not yet been adjusted to the present 
rate of exchange; while the State Tariffs of all kinds are 
much too high, and the reduction in wages is not yet 
proportionate to the present value of the crown. Progress 
has, however, been made in one direction, for manu- 
facturers are not now forced by circumstances to speculate 
on the course of exchange against their own will, but 
can rely on some sort of stable basis in their calculations. 

Besides the stabilisation of the crown, conditions in 
Germany have had an influence on trade. There is very 
little reciprocal business done in manufactured woollen 
goods, which are subject in both countries to a system 
of import fermits. During the continual fall of the 
mark for several months in 1923 the German woollen 
industry was the greatest competitor in foreign markets. 
It was fully employed, and even occasionally working 
overtime, when only a small proportion of Briinn factories 
and workmen had work. During the unsettled conditions 
in Germany German competition entirely disappeared at 
times, and it was only after the introduction of the gold 
mark and the end of passive resistance in the Ruhr that 
the German woollen industry made its reappearance on 
the world’s markets as an effective competitor. 

From the statistics of employmert and production in 
1923 it appears that the fifty-two firms, members of the 
Briinn Textile Industrial Association, employing normally 
19,804 hands, were employing at the end of the year 
14,963 hands—i.e., 76 per cent. of the normal number— 
most of whom were working full time. Two factories were 
idle throughout the year, one of them having entirely 
stopped its production and dismantled its machinery. The 
statistics show that business increased until about the 
middle of the year; thereafter it maintained, with very 
slight fluctuations, the level reached. | 

The increased output at the end of the summer season 
of 1923 was caused principally by the very low production 
which had preceded it, and the demands of the homé 
market. The winter season demand developed compara- 
tively slowly, owing to the fine weather prevailing in 
the autumn. Orders for the next summer season were 
coming in slowly at the end of the year. Austrian buyers 
have been prominent; although latterly this market, 
especially Vienna, has been dominated by foreign rivals— 
German, Italian, French, British, Belgian, and Dutch. 
Vienna is again becoming important for the Briinn woollen 
industry, serving as an intermediary for a large part of 
the trade which was previously done direct between Czecho- 
slovakia and Hungary, while much of the business in the 
old and new territories of Jugo-Slavia and Roumania 
passes through Viennese middlemen. 

The situation of the woollen industry still remains very 
difficult. Wool was quoted at the end of 1923 at more 
than double and cotton at more than treble its pre-war 
price, reckoned in gold. As the home market is too small 
to absorb the output of the industry, the latter is com- 
pelled to find foreign markets for the greater part of its 
output if it is to remain sound. In common with all other 
industries, the woollen industry regards it as a matter 
of supreme importance that the crown should be stabilised 
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and that the rates and taxes should be adjusted to the 
Only after a satisfactory solution of 


rate of exchange. 
this problem will it be possible for the Czechoslovak woollen 
industry, and especially the Briinn woollen industry, to 
hold its own in international competition. 





RUSSIA. 





FLAX PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND 
EXPORT. 
(From the British Commercial Mission.) 
Moscow. 

Previous to the war flax growing was carried on in 27 
governments of European and Asiatic Russia. Six of 
these—viz., the governments of Vilna, Grodno, Kovno, 
Courland, Livonia, and Esthonia—have since been detached 
from Russia and now form part of the Baltic Provinces 
or of Poland. 

The average area under flax cultivation in Russia during 
the years 1910-14 was 1,031,348 desyatins, and the yield 
was 25,922,500 poods of fibre, or 80 per cent. of the world’s 
production. In view of the conditions prevailing in Russia 
as a consequence of the war and revolution, the area under 
cultivation has been considerably reduced in the last few 
years. In 1919 there were only 504,931 desyatins, produc- 
ing 4,570,200 poods of fibre, which figures declined to 
395,618 desyatins in 1920, with a production of about 
5,000,000 poods. In 1921 there was a still further decline 
in the area sown, but a slight improvement in the yield 
per desyatin, with the result that the production of fibre 
exceeded that of the previous year. The next year the 
area sown also showed expansion, and a further increase 
took place in 1923, as is revealed in the following table :— 


—_—— _ — 





Year. Area. Yield. 
Desyatins, 1,000 poods. 
1911 —i... ie wen nas ... 1,026,378 21,741 
fa aad an a ... 1,099,842 31,009 
a: ase a oH wen ae 867,000 22,580 
1916... RA a ol ... 1,083,000 14,722 
1918 __—s... bole ies ot ide 720,000 10,101 
2921 —Céi bie ohh De is 370,000 5,500 
1922... bis -r = vei 379,000 7,596 
i923—Oi..... his ore iad iol 487,500 9,407 


1924... - a si 520,000 (estimated ) 


Food conditions prevailing since the war affected very 
seriously the cultivation of flax. Peasants in many dis- 
tricts had to sacrifice flax for wheat, while seed had to 
be used for food. Owing to the poor demand and low 
prices offered the peasants also found flax cultivation 
unprofitable, and naturally reduced it to a minimum. 

THe 1923 Cror. 

Compared with the 1922 crop, last year’s showed a larger 
production, but the quality was lower, the fibre being 
coarse, gnarled, and rather short. The counts of yarn 
spun from 1923 fiax will be fully ten numbers below average 
and will be classitied between the first and second sorts. 
In many cases flax that was originally classified as first 
sort now comes under the heading of second sort. Owing 
to the scarcity of good quality seed, and to the antiquated 
method of land cultivation, resulting in exhausted soil, 
the quality of the flax deteriorates each year. 

The total amount of flax available from the 1923 crop 
will be nine million poods, and the quantities that will 
be available from that yield under the various groups 
according to the new standard list will be as follows :— 


Groups. Poods. Groups. Poods. 
eres 402,000 D sapevdeteest 4,261,000 
7 es 1,733,000 Mochenetz 370,900 

ae 1,734,000 


DISTRIBUTION AND STOCKS. 


According to programme, four million poods will be 
distributed to the peasants and for Kustarny use, three 
million poods to the factories, and two million poods will 
be reserved for export. The pre-war distribution was: 
For peasants’ use, three million poods; for Kustarny work, 
two million poods; to the factories, five million poods; and 
for export, 16 million poods. 

The quantity of flax required for the use of the mills in 
1924 is Jess than the peasants need for their own and 


| 











ee 
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Kustarny work. This is explained by the fact that the 
peasants are so badly off that they are unable to pay the 
high prices demanded for machine-woven goods, and for 
the sake of cheapness are compelled to return to the 
more primitive hand weaving. 

Holdings of flax at the mills are low, but, on the other 
hand, it is reported that fairly large stocks of Russian 
flax are lying in foreign countries ready for sale. These 
include 4,000 tons in London, 2,500 tons in Berlin, and 
2,000 tons in Riga. 

If all stocks held in Latvia and Esthonia are included, 
then the total amount of Russian flax abroad for sale 
would be about 25,000 tons. 


Export MARKETS AND PROSPECTS. 


The most important market for Russian flax at the 
present time is France, followed by Belgium, the United 
Kingdom, and Germany (mostly for Czechoslovakia), 
Before the war the percentage of exports to the various 
countries was: To the United States, 8 per cent.; to 
Belgium, 21 per cent.; to the United Kingdom, 32 per 
‘cent.; to Germany, 22 per cent.; to France, 15 per cent.; 
and to other countries, 2 per cent. 

The total amount of flax exported from Russia last 
season was about two million poods, of which 75 per cent. 
was sold. Of this some 600,000 poods passed through the 
London market. The flax for export in 1924 will again 
be limited to about two million poods if the Russian niills 
fulfil their programme. If, however, they do not, a larger 
amount will become available, owing to the great Jemand 
for foreign money. There has been a noticeable falling 
off in the demand for Russian flax abroad, no doubt 
owing to the high prices quoted. 

The following institutions have the right to export flax: 
The State Trading Department (Gostorg), the Flax Trad- 
ing Department (Lnotorg), Centrosoyuz, Selkosoyus, and 
Chleboproduct. 

During the past working year Centrosoyuz purchased in 
the internal market 1:4 million poods of flax and tow, of 
which quantity 842,800 poods were exported. Of the 
whole quantity of flax which came into the market the 
purchases of Centrosoyuz were 25 per cent. of the total 
exports of the Republic. Purchases of hemp totalled 
368,700 poods, of which 186,600 poods were exported. 





—— 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


British Standard Specification for Electric Lighting and 
Starter Cables for Automobiles. (No. 5002, 1924.) Pub- 
lished for the British Engineering Standards Association 
by Crosby Lockwood and Company, 7, Stationers’ Hall 
Court, London, E.C.4. Price 1s. net, 1s. 2d. post free. 

This specification gives the dimensions of lighting and 

starter cables for system pressures of 6 and 12 volts 
nominal, but does not deal with the composition, quality, 
or durability of the insulating material used as the 
dielectric. The specification is divided into seven sec- 
tions, four of these dealing with various types of lighting 
cables, and the remaining three being concerned with 
starter cables, the dimensions being given both in inches 
and millimetres throughout. Three types of covering 
are included for both classes of cable, namely: (a) braided 
and compounded, (b) metallic armoured, and (c) cab tyre 
sheathing. 

Copies of the specification (No. 5002, 1924) may also 
be obtained from the British Engineering Standards 
Association Publications Department, 28, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. Price Is. 2d., post free. 


Canadian Port and Harbour Directory, 1923. Issued 
by the Canadian Department of Marine and Fisheries at 
Ottawa. 

This publication contains numerous maps and _ photo- 
graphs, detailed descriptions of 300 ports and harbours, 
and the latest returns of population, industries, trade 
and shipping. The ports have been grouped geo- 
graphically from Kast to West; the seaports and harbours 
under the different sea coast provinces (Cape Breton 
being taken as a separate entity); the inland ones under 
the different bodies of inland water. 


Pocket Compendium of Australian Statistics (ninth 
issue), 1923. Prepared under instructions from the 
Minister of State for Home and Territories by Chas. H. 
Wickens, F.1I.A., F.S.S., Commonwealth Statistician. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes, 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 





NOTICE TO EXPORTERS: EXPORTATION 
OF MEAT PRODUCTS. 

The attention of exporters of meat products to Australia 
is directed to the following Circular which has been issued 
by the Ministry of Health in connection with the certifica- 
tion of such goods in this country. 

As already announced in former issues of this ‘‘Journal,’’ 
from Ist May, 1924, meat products imported into 
Australia from any country must be accompanied by 
satisfactory certificates as to ante- and post-mortem 
examination of the meat used in their manufacture. 
Meat products exported from this country to ‘Australia 
must be accompanied by a certificate in one of the following 
forms, according to the nature of the jngredients. 

The action required to be taken by firms in this 
country desirous of the certification of their meat products 
for Australia is set out in paragraph 2 of the Ministry’s 
Circular, the complete text of which is printed below, 
viz. :— 


EXPORT OF MEAT PRODUCTS TO AUSTRALIA. 


1. The Australian Customs Proclamation No. 83, which 
comes into operation on Ist May, 1924, prohibits the 
importation into the Commonwealth of Australia of meat, 
meat products, and edible offal unless accompanied by an 
official meat certificate issued by a qualified person duly 
appointed for the examination of meat in the export 
country showing that the meats have been examined and 
found by ante- and post-mortem examination to be free 
from disease and suitable in every way for human 
consumption. 

2. The Australian Government will accept for this pur- 
pose the certificate of the Medical Officer of Health of 
any local authority. Any firm desiring to avail themselves 
of this system of certification should make application to 
the Medical Officer of Health for the Borough; Urban 
District, or Rural District in which their premises are 
situated. 

3. It is understood that, so far as this country is 
concerned, the only articles affected by the Proclamation 
are meat products. 

4. A Medical Officer of Health, before giving a certificate 
in regard to meat products, should satisfy himself that 
the arrangements made by the firm are such that only 
meat certified to the effect of the Australian Proclamation 
(whether killed in this country or imported from abroad) 
is used in the preparation of the products. For this 
purpose he should make a preliminary investigation of 
the arrangements adopted at the factory (unless he is 
already familiar with such arrangements), and should make 
such further investigations from time to time as he 
considers to be necessary. 

5. If the Medical Officer of Health is at any time not 
satisfied that the arrangements are such as to preclude 
the possibility of uncertified meat being used in the pre- 
paration of the meat products he should refuse to give 
any further certificates and should inform the Minister 
of his refusal. 

6. Specimen forms of certificates and of application for 
certification are appended. 


Ministry of Health, 
Whitehall, S.W.1, 


February, 1924. 





Export oF Meat Propvucts To AUSTRALIA. 
Application for Certification. 


To the Medical Officer of Health for the Borough, Urban District, 
SE SE Cilrdrcaccnnettnsavedccdorsavcees 


1. Name and address of Firm. 
2. Address of factory (if different from above). 
3. Nature of meat products exported to Australia. 
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4. We hereby apply to you for the issue from time to time of 
the certificates required by the Australian Government to enable 
our meat products to be imported into the Commonwealth. 

5. We declare that the meat from which these products are 
prepared is* (imported from+ ) (slaughtered in 
Great Britain), and that in every case it has been examined and 
found by ante- and post-mortem examination to be free from disease. 
and suitable in every way for human consumption. 

6. We undertake at any time to produce for your inspection or 
that of any person authorised by you all certificates and other 
documents reasonably required for the verification of the declaration 
made by us in the last paragraph; and to allow you or him all 
necessary facilities for the inspection of our premises and the pro- 
cesses carried on therein, and for the inspection and sampling of 
all materials used in the preparation of the meat products. 


iiss ndindd iunceiuhtidendidbdinecte 


* Strike out the words inapplicable. 
7 Country of origin. 


Export oF Meat Propwcts To AUSTRALIA. 


Form of Certificate to be used in connection with meat products prepared 
from the meat of animals slaughtered in Great Britain. 


I hereby certify that the meat products described below were 
prepared from the meat of animals slaughtered in Great Britain, 
and that all such meat was examined and found by ante-and post- 
mortem examination to be free from disease and suitable in every 


way for human consumption. 











Kind of Product. Number of Pieces or Packages. Weight. 
Identification marks on packages............scssecssecseceeeecceecceees 
i iciscicninaindernnsciennientensinntiednsd I intieesnonndiia 

; CI abe ds cdasshtdenadensabexiendeasdstbades Destination........... . 

ND FID acc pcocveccccscscccctcceswsesabsosstecodsoveossveseeebiuagin . 
IID: ances ccdsevatnspevensnnepesceuanetceses 

Medical Officer of Health for the................. ‘ 

Be icescciisndiai 





Export or Meat Propwucts to AUSTRALIA. 


Form of Certificate to be used in connection with meat producta 
prepared from imported meat. 


[ hereby certify that the meat products described below were 
prepared from meat imported into England and Wales from* 
pdnheveeresqnsbodnune and that all such meat was accompanied by an 
official Meat Inspection Certificate issued by a qualified person 
duly appointed for the examination of meat in the export country 
showing that the meat had been examined and found by ante- and 
post-mortem examination to be free from disease and suitable in 


every way for hum an consumption. 


Kind of Product. Number of Pieces or Packages. Weight. 


—-~ — ee E 





Identification marks on packages.............. Devecsccsnaecsouseeess 


I ss aincnevitindbnrceummpootniaeen MOE iissnteecaciceve , 


NG iki sisi Sided Cebadesb Uviceisvereises Sl ee 
SDIPMINT WAATES......0.ccccccccrcccscccsccccsccccscsocccevscccoccsoossescceses 
(Bignatus#se)... ccc ccccccocccscccccccccccssccessveseecs 


Medical Officer of Health for the............ 


*Country of origin. 





BRITISH GUIANA. 


IMPORT DUTY ON UNITED KINGDOM 
MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Ordinance No. 3, of 1924, assented to on Ist February, 


1924, removes the item ‘‘ motor vehicles manufactured in 
the United Kingdom ’’ from the duty-free list of the 








~ 


$20 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Colony. Such vehicles again become dutiable on importa- 
tion into British Guiana at the rate of 163 per cent. ad 
valorem. 





CANADA. 


DUMPING DUTY ON CAUSTIC SODA AND 
LIQUID CHLORINE. 


A Regulation issued by the Canadian Commissioner of 
Customs and Excise on 4th February, 1924, applies dump- 
ing or special duty, without exemption ~-allowance, to 
caustic soda and liquid chlorine imported into Canada, 
when the selling price to a purchaser in Canada is less 
than the fair market value of the goods when sold for 
home consumption in the country of export. 








FIJI. 


REVISED EXPORT DUTIES. 


The Export Duties Ordinance, 1923 (No. 23 of 1923), 
imposes, with effect from Ist January, 1924, the following 
revised export duties on the under-mentioned produce 
exported from Fiji: — 





Rate of 











Produce. | Export Duty. 
| £8. d. 
Bananas, on every bunch _ side ~~ -» | O O OF 
Bananas, on every case “ vids .. | O O OF 
Trocas shell, on every cwt. or part of a ewt. =e es 
Copra, on every ton or part of a ton wae ae 
Beche-de-mer, on every cwt. or part of a owt. oe 2 





IMPORT DUTY ON BUTTER. 
Ordinance No. 25, of 1923, imposes for a period of 
twelve months, commencing on 13th December, 1923, an 
import duty of 4d. per lb. on British Empire butter and 
of 8d. per lb. on foreign butter. 





FOREIGN. 





FRANCE. 
EXPORT OF FRESH VEGETABLES. 


With reference to the notice at page 292 of last week’s 
issue of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ respecting the prohibition of the 
export of fresh vegetables from France, the French 
** Journal Officiel ’’ for 27th February contains an official 
Notice intimating that, until further notice, only the 
following kinds of fresh vegetables will be permitted to 
be exported on payment of the export duty of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem, viz. :— 





1. During February and March, and subject, if neces- 
sary, to restrictions as to quantity based on the 
needs of French consumption : 

(a) Early forced vegetables (lettuces, cabbage 
and cos, forced on hotbeds; white celery in 
branches, new carrots and turnips in 
bunches with the tops, new radishes forced 
in hotbeds, curled parsley, asparagus heads 
and asparagus forced in hotbeds), subject 
to the production of a certificate in the 
form annexed to the Notice. 


(6) Small cauliflowers exported to England. 
This heading covers only cauliflowers which 
are sufficiently small for 24 to be contained 
in a basket (cageot) of the type known as 
“‘ English,’’ having the dimensions 36 by 
37 by 62 centimetres for the 24 cauliflowers, 
including packing. 


2. Early fresh vegetables to an amount fixed in each 
case by the. French Ministry of Agriculture, and 
subject to the production of a certificate in the 
form annexed to the Notice. 


3. Early fresh vegetables, and particularly artichokes, 
peas, French beans and tomatoes, coming from 
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Algeria, Spain, or Italy, provided they are pre. 
sented for re-export in their original packing or 
are accompanied by transport or other documents 
attesting that they actually do come from these 
countries. If these goods have been handled 
(manutentionnés) in France they must be accom- 
panied by a certificate attestfng their origin. 





EXPORT OF WOOLLEN RAGS. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ for 1st March contains 
a Notice of the Ministry of Finance, intimating that, by 
derogation from the export prohibition in force, woollen 
rags of all kinds may be freely exported from France 
up. to 15th March. After that date the export of woollen 
rags will be regulated as follows :— 


New rags: 


Rags from cloth (drap) or felt (mixed or sorted): 
General licence. 


Knitted (knitted articles and hosiery), unravelled 
materials (effilures), merinos, and flannel: Individual] 
licences will be granted, on condition that the 
exporters promise to hold at the disposal of French 
manufacturers, for a period of one month from the 
date of the licence, a quantity equivalent to 15 per 
cent. of the amount exported, at a reduction of 15 
per cent. on their proved export price. 


Old rags: 
Rags from cloth (drap) or felt: General licence. 


All other kinds, including rags from cloth (drap), 
combed (sorted): Individual] licences will be granted, 
on condition that the exporters promise to hold at 
the disposal of French manufacturers, under. the 
conditions set out above, a quantity equivalent to 
30 per cent. of the amount exported. 





GERMANY. 





CERTAIN FURTHER GOODS EXEMPTED 
FROM EXPORT LICENCE REQUIREMENT. 


The ‘‘ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ’’ for 26th February 
contains an Order, dated 23rd February, which provides 
that, as from 4th March, the following goods may be 
exported from Unoccupied Germany without the require- 
ment of an export licence. 





Tariff 
No. Articles. 
130 Bone grease; waste grease (wool grease, glue stock, 
wool scouring grease, fulling grease, natural and 
artificial degras). 





ex 615 Wood for building and industrial purposes, planed, 
tongued, grooved, mortised, tenoned, slit, not 
elsewhere mentioned in the Statistical Index, of hard 
woods and of soft woods [sheets of artificial woods 
were already exempt from export licence]. 
ex 699 Bricks of a mixture of lime and sand. 
713-5 Bricks and tiles of brick clay, glazed or not. 


716 Dutch bricks (Klinker) of all kinds and paving slabs 
more than 3 cms. thick, of clay or common stone 
ware, of one colour, glazed or not. 

Roofing tiles of clay, baked or not, glazed or not. 











AMENDMENTS TO “ IMPORT FREE LIST.” 


With reference to recent notices respecting the extension 
of the ‘‘ Import Free List,’’ it should be noted that an 
Order, dated 28th February, and published in the 
‘* Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ’’ for 29th February, subjects 
the following articles to import licence requirement on 
importation into Unoccupied Germany, with effect from 


7th March :— 


No. in 
German 
Customs 

Tariff. 


Articles. 








ex 234 | Irregular blocks, broken stones, Stucksteine. 

681 | Paving stones. 
ex 685 | Kerb stones of granite, dressed on two longitudinal 
sides and at the top and bottom, otherwise rough 
or merely rough-hewn. 
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The Order further formally withdraws the prohibition 
of the importation of cork, tanning materials, hides, iron 
ore, etc., which was in fact merely nominal. (See this 
« Journal” for 12th May, 1921 (pages 536 and 537.)) 





HUNGARY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to previous hotices under the above 
heading, H.M. Commercial] Secretary at Buda-Pest reports 
that the surtaxes levied when Hungarian Customs duties 
are paid in paper currency have been increased by a 
Decree, dated 11th February. 

Goods on List ‘‘A’’ pay 381 times the nominal rates. 

Goods on List ‘‘ B ”’ pay 3,001 times the nominal rates. 

Goods on List ‘‘ C’’ pay 3,801 times the nominal rates, 
except sugar (other than molasses), which pays duty 
at 1,701 times the nominal rates. 





The duties on all other goods are levied at 8,301 times 
the nominal rates. 

Particulars of the rates of duty leviable on any class 
of goods imported into Hungary may be obtained from the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1. 





ITALY. 
MARKING OF FIREARMS. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ (Rome) for 9th February 
contains a Decree Law, dated 30th December, which pro- 
vides for the compulsory stamping of portable firearms 
imported into or manufactured in Italy. 

Imported firearms will not be subjected to further test 
in Italy if they bear the test stamp of the testing estab- 
lishment in the country of origin, provided that the said 
stamp has been duly recognised by International Con- 
vention. 

Arms which do not bear foreign proof marks will, on 
importation, be forwarded to one of the Italian establish- 
ments, there to be tested. 

The following stamp tax will be pavable for the issue of 
certificates relating to the testing of firearms: 

For revolver, pistol, or automatic pistol—0-50 lira. 
For rifles having one or more barrels—2 lire. 


Arms imported from abroad, and which bear a foreign 
proof mark, will also be subjected to the above stamp tax. 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by tele- 
graph, that the price fixed, for the period 2nd March 
to 8th March, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 447 lire per 100 lire gold—i.e., the surcharge 
when duties are paid in paper is 347 per cent. 


{The price of certificates for the previous week was 448 
lire per 100 lire gold. | 





JAPAN AND KOREA. 


CERTAIN IMPORT DUTIES RE-IMPOSED. 


With reference to the notice published at pages 334-5 
of the issue of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 27th September last, 
announcing the suspension of certain Japanese import 
duties until 3lst March, 1924, it should be noted that H.M. 
Representative at Tokio reports, by telegraph, that the 
import duties on wheat, barley, and soya beans were to 
be re-imposed as from 26th February, except in the case 
of consignments contracted for before that date or actually 
en route. 








LITHUANIA. 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


With reference to the notice at page 168 of this 
‘“ Journal ’’ for 3lst January, H.M. Consul at Kovno has 
forwarded translation of a section of the new Customs 
Tariff’ for Lithuania, which came into force on 28rd 
February. This section covers cereals, meat, fish, and 





| 
| 
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other foodstuffs, beverages, and tobacco, various animal 
products, including leather and leather wares. The remain- 
ing sections of the Tariff are to be introduced from time 
to time. 

Particulars of the new rates of duty on goods covered 
by the first section of the new Tariff may be obtained 
from the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. 





NORWAY. 





CUSTOMS DUTIES INCREASED. 


With reference to the notice at page 264 of this 
‘‘ Journal ’’ for 2lst February, it should be noted that 
the following temporary alterations in the Norwegian 
Customs Tariff have been adopted by the Storting, and 
came into force on 26th February. 

The duty on passenger motor-cars has been increased to 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The temporary surtax of 331 per cent. on the Customs 
duties has been increased to 50 per cent. in respect of 
goods subject to ad valorem rates of duty. 

The surtax of 10 per cent. applied to the duties on coffee 
and sugar is increased to 60 per cent. 

The multiplier applied to the duties on goods dutiable 
on a specific basis, for the purpose of payment of duty 
at the gold rate of exchange, is raised from 1:79 to 1:9. 
Window glass, electric cables, and insulators are now 
subject to payment at the gold rate. 





POLAND. 





INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
VARIOUS ARTICLES. 


The ‘‘ Polish Journal of Laws ”’ for 14th February con- 
tains an Order, effective on 17th February, which increases 
the Customs duties levied on the importation into Poland 
of husked rice; fruits and berries, fresh, salted or steeped, 
not specified ; oranges and bitter oranges, fresh; coffee and 
coffee substitutes; tea (including yerba maté); pressed 
yeast; certain denatured wines for the manufacture of 
brandy; vinegar (except toilet vinegar); smoked herrings; 
gelatine; size and compounds of gelatine and glycerine; 
sponges; candles, torches, and wicks for night lamps; and 
manufactures of soft rubber or guttapercha. The Order 
also imposes duties on salted herrings and rubber (and 
guttapercha) sheets, threads, slabs, or solution, which were 
formerly duty free. 





PORTUGAL. 





EXPORT SURTAXES: EXCHANGE 
MEASURES. 


Under existing Portuguese legislation relating to 
exchange control, provision is made for the levy of special 
surtaxes on all kinds of merchand'se exported or re-— 
exported from Portugal to foreign countries, except in 
cases where the exporter hands over to the Bank of 
Portugal, for the account of the State, at a fixed rate 
of exchange, a percentage of the foreign currency received 
in payment for the goods exported (see the issue of this 
‘* Journal ’’ for 5th October, 1922, page 388). 

The amount of foreign currency to be handed over in 
order to avoid the levy of these special surtaxes, which 
was recently reduced to 50 per cent., has been raised 
to 75 per cent., with effect from 20th February. 





SPAIN. 





SPECIAL TAX ON PASSENGERS AND 
CARGO. 


A tax or duty on maritime freight and passenger services 
maintained by Spanish or foreign vessels with Spanish 
ports was imposed by a Spanish Royal Decree of 18th 
December last, as from 1st February. The proceeds of this 
tax are to be used to compensate shipowners for the losses 
sustained during the war by maintaining reduced freight 
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services on behalf of the Spanish Government, and the 
tax is leviable at the following rates :— 
Passengers : — 
In national coasting trade ... 
Passages to and from the 


10 cts. per passenger. 


Canary Islands ............... 50 cts. per passenger. 
Long-distance coasting trade, 
and high sea voyages......... 2 pesetas per passenger. 


Cargoes :— 

In national coasting trade—25 cts. per ton for cargoes 
in bulk and 5 ects. for each package weighing less 
than 200 kilogs.* 

In long-distance coasting trade (gran cabotaje)—ior 
both imports and exports, 35 cts. per ton for cargoes 
in bulk and 7 cts. for each package weighing less 
than 200 kilogs.* 

In high seas traffic (navigacion de altura)-—for both 
imports and exports, 50 cts. per ton for cargoes in 
bulk and 10 cts. for each package weighing less than 
200 kilogs.* 

In the case of cargoes in bulk the charge is based on 
weight or volume, according to the way in which the 
freight is fixed. 

The supervision of the provisions of this Decree will be 
carried out by the Spanish Custom Houses, and for con- 
signments exceeding 100 tons the tax will be payable, in 
coin, to the Customs. For the liquidation of the charge 
on smaller consignments a special stamp is to be provided. 

The text of the Decree may be consulted by persons 
interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 





EXPORT DUTY ON OLIVE OLL. 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports, by tele- 
graph, that the duty on olive oil exported from Spain 
during March has been fixed at 20 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 





DEPRECIATED CURRENCY SURTAX. 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports, by tele- 
graph, that the ‘‘ coefficients ’’ to be used during the month 
of March in ascertaining the ‘‘ depreciated currency ”’ 
surtax on imported goods are to be applied on the basis of 
the following rates :— 


IIE shnicvaccunserbinminaunediean 4-57] 
a 0-01] 
Czechoslovakia .............+.-. 22:915 
EEL SSR Po even 33° 322 
NE. se inevevnsivncadiennsvents 1-778 billionths. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports, by tele- 
graph, that the rate of surcharge for the month of March 
in respect of import and export duties, Customs fines, etc., 
paid in Spanish silver coins or notes of the Bank of Spain, 
has been fixed at 51:34 per cent. 

|The surcharge for the month of February was 50-59 
per cent. | 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON WOOL, HAIR, 
AND-BRISTLES. 

The Board of Trade have received copy of a new 
Regulation (No. 6) issued by the United States Bureau of 
Animal Industry regarding the import into the United 
States of wool, hair, and bristles. This Regulation, which 
is tentative, came into force on Ist March, and will, it is 
expected, be superseded by the final Regulations about 
Ist May. 


A summary of the Regulation is as follows :— 





No wool, mohair, horse hair, cattle hair, came] hair, 
goat hair, hog hair, or hog bristles may be imported 
into the United States without disinfection after 
arrival, unless the conditions specified in any one of 
the paragraphs (a) te (g) below are complied with. 

The import of matted, blood-stained wool, hair, or 
bristles is prohibited absolutely. 








* When packages exceed this weight, the tax will be levied (at the 
rate shown) on fraztions of 200 kilogs. 





— 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— Continuea, 





Disinfection after arrival in the United States will not 
be required :— 


(a) For clipped mohair or clipped wool unmixed with 
other hair or wool of any kind. 


(b) For clipped horse hair free from tangled or matted 
hair originating in any country of North or South 
America. 


(c) For abattoir-pulled wool and mohair taken from 
sheep or goats or hair taken from cattle, or hair 
or bristles from swine, slaughtered under national 
Government inspection in a country and in an 
abattoir in which is maintained an _ inspection 
service substantially equivalent to the Federal 
Meat Inspection Service of the United States and 
accompanied by a certificate signed by a recognised 
official veterinary inspector of the country. 

{/d) For pulled wool or hair removed from skins or 
hides by the liming process. 

(e) For scoured wool or mohair (including carbonised 
wool, wool waste, laps, noils, and tops of wool or 
hair), hog hair, or hog bristles, which have reached 
the stage of preparation for immediate manufac- 
ture into yarn, textiles, or other finished products. 


(f) For wool, hair, or bristles from a disinfecting 
station of a national Government, methods of 
disinfection at which have been approved by the 
Secretary, when accompanied by a certificate of 
the Director or other accredited official of the 
station showing that said wool, hair, or bristles 
covered by the specified Consular invoice have been 
subjected to the scouring and disinfecting process 
required at such station for the disinfection of 
wool or hair. 


(7) For hog bristles, drawn horse hair, goat hair, and 
cattle hair shown to have been properly cleaned, 
washed, sorted, and bunched. 


Wool, hair, etc., not complying with any of the above 
provisions may only be imported under special conditions 
regarding disinfection, storage, and transport. 

The text of the Regulation may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 





i 


Proposed Tariff Changes. 





FRANCE, 





PROPOSED MODIFICATION OF THE IMPORT 
DUTIES ON TOYS AND GAMES. 

H.M. Ambassador at Paris has forwarded particulars of 
a Private Bill, submitted to the French Chamber of 
Deputies, which provides for the modification of the 
Customs duties on toys and games imported into France. 
At present toys and games are classified under three head- 
ings in the French Customs Tariff, but the Bill proposes to 
classify them under fifteen headings, with duties ranging 
from 60 francs per 100 kilogs. (with a “‘ coefficient ’’ of 2°8) 
to 1,500 frs. per 100 kilogs. (with a “‘ coefficient ”’ of 3). 
Among the headings proposed by the Bill is one relating 
to sporting articles—leather footballs, tennis rackets, 
covered tennis balls, football bladders—with a duty of 
200 frs. per 100 kilogs. multiplied by a ‘‘ coefficient ’’ of 3. 
Scientific toys—telephonic, telegraphic, and radio-electric, 
and detached parts thereof—are, it is proposed, to pay 4 
duty of 500 frs. per 100 kilogs., with a ‘‘ coefficient ”’ of 3. 





SYRIA AND LEBANON. 





PROPOSED INCREASE OF CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 


H.M. Consul at Beyrout reports that, according to 
zeports in the local press, it is proposed to increase the 
present rate of Customs duty on imports into Syria and 
Great Lebanon from 11 per cent. ad valorem to 15 per 
cent. ad ralorem 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919. 


LIcENCES oF RIGHT. 

Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned patents 
were endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right’’ on 28th February, 
1924 : — 





No. and Year 


of Patent. | Grantee, | Title. 

130,428 Boulton & Paul, ‘“‘Improvements in and relating to 
(3175 18) Ltd., & anr, - wings of aeroplane flying ma- 

chines.”’ 

145,636 Retterath, V. ‘“‘Improvements in universal joints.” 
(17873 20) 

153,906 Plank, W. C. ‘“‘Improvements in motion picture 
(32213/20) machines.” 

155,452 Clare, C.H., & anr. ‘‘ Improvements in reamers.”’ 
(31146 19) 

157,050 Soc. Ricard, ‘‘ Improvements in vulcanising rubber.” 
(8117 20) Alleret et Cie. 

158,232 looks, N. H. ‘‘Improvements in the treatment of 
(888 21) food or other substances by heat in 

sealed containers.” 

159,498 Haag, J. ‘“‘Improvements relating to steam or 
(36309 20) | other vapour generators.”’ 

176,156 Ochsner, J. ** An improved side-tipping body for 
(34695 20) road vehicles.” 

183,164 Withers, J. S. “‘Improvements in or connected with 


mountings for machine guns, auto- 
matic rifles and other like guns and 
arms.” 


(3147 21) (Stokes, S. F.) 


196,469 \ ‘| **An improved friction grip fastening 
(10180 22 Schade, J. < for telescopic members.” 

200,565 | ‘*JImprovements in loose-leaf binders.”’ 
(10181 22) l 


W. Tempe FRANKS, 
Comptroller-General. 


The Patent Office. 




















Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES, 


Statement a the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
Returns in the week ended 1st March, 1924, pursuant to 
the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 








Average Price per cwt. 


























Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
s. d s. d. 8. d, 
Week ended Ist March, 1924 . ...; 11 0O i ® 10 1 
Corresponding week in— 
1914 ave oes oe ohn 7 4 7 3 6 8 
1915... eee eee oan 12 9 9 4 * 
1916... _ sae a 15 6 ea 
om ona ie te 17 9 Be: 
i eae aos ...| 16 10 16 4 18 9 
1919... son wie ad se ae 17 6 17 5 
1920 _... os - vol eae 27 3 
1921 ... one oes ...| 16 10 14 8 12 9 
PE ok te) ee, ee ll 6 10 9 
| ees oe eee 9 5 8 9 9 9 








* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices each sort ot British corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve imperial standard pounds. 


ge 


COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. :— 


Australia : ; 
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette of 3rd January, 1924, containing 


the Treasurer’s statement of Receipts and Kxpenditure during 
the year ended 30th June, 1923, accompanied by the Report of 
the Auditor-General. 














WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 1904. 





NOTICE OF EXAMINATION OF PATTERN No. 226. 


The Board of Trade has examined and tested, with reference to the material of which and the principle on which 
it is constructed, a pattern of a self-indicating platform weighing machine of 10 cwt. capacity, of the form shown herein, 
which has been submitted to the Department under the provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, and has issued a certificate 
(No. 157), dated 29th March, 1923, that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration of fraud. 





| 4 $ f: : : 
4 {E2Pa n “at ~ 














Board of Trade, 
Standards Department, 
| Old Palace Yard, 
Westminster. 
22nd February, 1924. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign 
countries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other 
Trade Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written 
application to the emestinalh at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, 8.W. 1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and rome such matters as the follow- 
ing: Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; 
Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for 
British trade abroad; general conditions prevailing in Overseas 
markets; demand for particular articles abroad; nature and 
extent of foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; 
methods of distribution and marketing; credit conditions, 
terms of payment, etc., abroad; firms at home engaged in 
articular lines of business; Foreign and Colonial importers of 
British goods; firms or individuals considered suitable to act 
as representatives or agents for British firms, Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; statistics of Imports 
or Exports; forms of Certificates of Origin; regulations 
concerning commercial travellers, Consular Invoices; shipping 
and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad, 
and are available for inspection by British traders at 7 to 11, 
Old Bailey, London, E.C. 4. 











[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘* Openings for Trade’”’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PIPES, CIGARETTE HOLDERS, AND HAIRDRESSERS’ 
SUNDRIES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Melbourne 
desire to secure the agency for Victoria and Tasmania of 
British manufacturers of high-grade pipes, cigarette-holders, 
and cigarette-holder cases, pocket knives, hairdressers’ scissors, 
and other similar tobacconists’ and hairdressers’ sundries. 
They are said to have a satisfactory connection in those lines, 
and have London buyers through whom payment could be 
effected. (Reference No. 248.) 

ELECTRIC METERS AND ELECTRIC DRILLS.—A 
Melbourne firm of electrical engineers and manufacturers’ 
agents desire the factory representation of British manu- 
facturers of house service and switchboard pattern ampere 
hour and watt hour electric meters and also electric drills. 
(Reference No. 249.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

SIGNAL CABLE AND INSULATED WIRE FOR NEW 
SOUTH WALES POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT.— 
The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney reports that the 
Postmaster-General’s Department, New South Wales, are calling 
for tenders to be presented by 27th March for signal cable and 
insulated wire. (Schedule N.S.W. No. 69.) 

A copy of Schedule N.S.W. No. 69, together with a copy of the 
special conditions of tender and specification No. 609a, can be 
seen at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old 
7 cor London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 13244/E.D./ 

C. /2. 

ACCUMULATORS.—It is reported from the Office of H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne that the Postmaster- 
General’s Department, Perth, are calling for tenders to be 
presented by 23rd April for accumulators. (Schedule No. 
WA/807.) 

A copy of the specification and general conditions of tender 
can be inspected by British firms at the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference: D.O.T. 13237/E.D./C.C. /2.) 











BRITISH INDIA. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

MOTOR-DRIVEN AIR COMPRESSOR.—tThe Director-General, 
India Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 
8.E.1, requires :— 

Motor-driven air compressor. 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





Tenders are due on 28th March, 1924. 
Tender forms are available on application to the Director-General 
at the above address. 


Ss 





CANADA. 


WIRE ROPE.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto 
already representing British manufacturers of belting, and having 
a good connection with the mining concerns of Northern Ontario, 
desire to secure the representation, on a commission or sales basis, 
for Ontario of British manufacturers of wire rope for mine hoists. 
(Reference No. 250.) 

COPPER SHEETS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal 
who already represent a United States firm manufacturing copper 


tubes, brass sheets and tubes, and copper sheets up to 18 in. wide,- 


desire to secure the representation, on a commission basis, for the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec of British manufacturers of copper 
sheets of sizes about 8 ft. by 3 ft. which could be sold to their existing 
customers. (Reference No. 251.) 

SOFT GOODS (PIECE-GOODS, ETC.).—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Montreal who has an excellent connection in the textile 
trade, having acted for several years as buyer for a large dry stores 
in Montreal, desires to secure the representation, on a commission 
basis, for Eastern Canada of British manufacturers of soft goods 
and piece-goods (particularly cottons). (Reference No. 252.) 

CALENDAR PICTURES.—-H.M. Trade Commissioner’s Office 
at Vancouver states that a firm of wholesale and retail stationers 
are desirous of securing English prints for calendar subjects. 

Applications from British firms for further particulars should be 
addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 6030/F.W. /M.C. /2.) 

ADVERTISING POCKET KNIVES.—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at Toronto reports that a local firm desires to receive 
quotations from British manufacturers for 10,000 advertising 
pocket knives. The knives should be inexpensive and of fairly good 
quality. The wording to be stamped upon the handles will be 
supplied with the order. 

British manufacturers of these articles can obtain further par- 
ticulars of the enquiry on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 
13200/E.D./M.C. /2.) 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, where full information may be 
obtained :— 

CHEESE AND BUTTER.—-A Vancouver firm who are in a 
position to export regular supplies of British Columbia cheese and 
butter, via the Panama Route, wish to effect connections with 
London importers. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


BOOT AND SHOE LEATHERS.—A well-known firm established 
at Port Elizabeth are desirous of securing the representation of 
English tanners of boot upper and lining leathers including glacé 
kid, box and willow calf, E.I. kips, calf Persian and coloured sheep 
linings and basils. The firm would prefer to act on a commission 
basis, whilst it. is suggested that consignment stocks should be 
sent. The firm will also be prepared to purchase and carry small 
stocks themselves. (Reference No. 253.) 

RAINCOATS AND KNITTING WOOLS.—A manufac- 
turers’ agent established in Cape Town desires to secure the 
representation of British firms for raincoats and knitting wool. 
He claims to have had over 20 years’ experience of the South 
African market, and, having toured it constantly, to be well 
acquainted with its condition. (Reference No. 254.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


RECORDING AMMETERS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa reports that the Municipal Council of Johannesburg 
are calling for tenders to be presented by 24th March, 1924, for the 
supply of recording ammeters (Contract No. 224). 

Local representation is desirable. 

Applications from British firms for further particulars should be 
addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 13207/E.D. /C.C. /2,) 


TRAM TRACK MATERIAL.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner. 


at Johannesburg has reported that the Municipal Council of 
Johannesburg are calling for tenders to be presented by 10th April, 
1924, for the supply of tram track material (Contract No. 229). 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars regarding 
this call for tenders should apply to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 
13212/E.D. /E.C. /2.) 


TRAM CAR SPARES.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at 
Johannesburg has forwarded a document relative to the call for 
tenders by the Johannesburg Municipal Council for tram car spares 
(Contract No. 234). 

The material required includes :—Pinions for motors, gear wheels 
for motors, gear cases for motors, springs (various kinds), brake 
heads, body centre plates, truck centre plates, pedestal caps, bolster 
filling casting bottom truck connections, right hand pilot beam 
brackets, left hand pilot beam brackets, roller bearings for pinions, 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





pony wheel tyres, brass brake handles fitted with ratchets, complete 
sets magneto brakes, magneto steel brake shoes, choke unions, 
emergency valves, branch pipe strainers, drain cocks, check valves, 
safety valves, inlet and outlet valves, off crankshaft, off piston 
bodies, off intake strainers, off diaphragms, off main reservoirs, 
electric compressor governor, brake valves, cylinder bushes, pistons 
complete, pins fitted to pistons, connecting rods complete, cylinder 
covers complete. 

Tenders superscribed with the Contract Number must be addressed 
under sealed cover to the Town Clerk, and placed in the Tender 
Box, Ist Floor, Municipal Offices, not later than noon on 10th April, 
1924. 

No tender will be considered unless accompanied by a certified 
cheque for an amount equal to 10 per cent. of the total amount of 
the tender (such cheque, however, need in no case be for a greater 
amount than £100). 

Local representation is desirable and the Department of Overseas 
Trade will be pleased to furnish firms not already represented in 
Johannesburg with the names of firms who may be willing to act 
for them in connection with the present tender. * 

No drawings or specification have been received but a detailed 
list of materials required can be seen by British firms at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Room 50), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
§.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 13267/E.D.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





INDENTS FOR GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES.—Notices which 
appeared in the Union of South Africa Government Gazette of Ist 
and 8th February, 1924, stated that the undermentioned indents 
were in course of transmission to the High Commissioner for the 


Union of South Africa in London :— 
GAZETTE OF 18T FEBRUARY, 1924. 
Nature of Supplies. 


Telephone Apparatus. 
Miscellaneous Equip- 


Indent No. Department. 
99 Posts and Telegraphs ... 
70, 71,72 Prisons ii 


and 73 ment. 
A.D.C 34 Agriculture (Veterinary Kymograph Glazed Paper. 
Research Division) 
W. 40 Public Works Electric Blowers. 


Machinery. 
Photographic Plates for 
the Union Astronomer. 


74 +#&$Prisons ... 
24 =Interior ... 
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GAZETTE OF 8TH FEBRUARY, 1924. 








Indent No. Department. Nature of Supplies 
54 South African Police Cloth and Miscellaneous 
Equipment, 
100 Posts and Telegraphs ... Pole Steps. 
8 Public Health Carbon Bisulphide. 
9 Finance ... Miscellaneous Articles for 
the Artificial Limb 
Factory, Johannesburg. 
101 Posts and Telegraphs ... Battery Material. 
A.D.C. 36 Agriculture (Veterinary Graduated Cylinders. 
Research Division) 
A.D.C. 37 Agriculture (Veterinary Humalcal. 


Research Division) 
7 Defence (South African 
Air Force) 


Siddeley Puma Spares. 





EUROPE. 





AUSTRIA. 

TIMBER.—A firm in Vienna desires to act as buying agent 
for an energetic British timber importer. (This is a repetition 
of a notice which appeared in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 3lst January. 
Reference No. 123.) (Reference No. 255.) 





DENMARK. 


FURNISHING FABRICS, COTTON WOOL.—A _ commission 
agent in Charlottenlund desires to secure the representation for 
Denmark of British manufacturers of furnishing fabrics (velvets, 
cords and brocades) and also cotton wool for surgical purposes, lint, 
gauze, etc. (Reference No. 256.) 





FRANCE. 


MOTOR CAR AND BICYCLE ACCESSORIES AND MACHINE 
TOOLS.—A firm of agents established in Paris are desirous of 
obtaining the representation of British firms for the sale in France 
of motor car and bicycle accessories and machine tools, particu- 
larly those of recent or novel design. (Reference No. 257.) 











BANK OF LONDON & SOUTH AMERICA LIMITED, 


FORMERLY 


THE LONDON &. RIVER PLATE BANK LIMITED, 


WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED 


THE LONDON & BRAZILIAN BANK LIMITED. 





ESTABLISHED 1862. 


Paid up Gapital and Reserve Fund £7,140,000. 





AFFILIATED WITH LLOYDS 


BANK LIMITED. 





ESTABLISHED IN 

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, URUGUAY, PARAGUAY, CHILE, COLOMBIA, FRANCE, BELGIUM, 
PORTUGAL, 

AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


and U.S.A. 





Head Office: 7, PRINCES STREET, E.C. 2. 





AGENCIES AT MANCHESTER: 36, Charlotte Street. 


Registered Office: 7, TOKENHOUSE YARD, E.C. 2. 





BRADFORD: 35, Hustlergate. 











CULVERWELL, BROOKS & CO. 


ESTABLISHED 1800. 


59, MARK LANE, 
LONDON, E.C. 3. 





BROKERS for the SALE either PRIVATELY or by AUCTION of 
RAW and TANNED SHEEPSKINS, RAW and 


RAW and TANNED GOATSKINS, 
TANNED HIDES, FURS, BONES, 


HAIR, TANNING MATERIALS, ec. 





No Direct Transactions with Shippers Abroad. Consignments Solicited Through Regular Importing Houses. 























MOHAWK BICYCLES 


ARE STILL THE 


HEALTH, BUSINESS on PLEASURE. 


Write us for Price lists and learn all about them, 


MOHAWK CYCLE CO. LTD., 
559, ALEXANDRA ROAD, HORNSEY, 
LONDON, N.&. 


BEST FOR 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





CHILLED PORK AND POLONY SAUSAGE.—An agent, 
established in Paris, is desirous of obtaining the representation of 
British firms for the sale in France of fresh or chilled pork and also 
polony sausage. (Reference No. 258.) 





GERMANY. 


FINE GREY CALICOES.—<An experienced agent in Plauen 
(Vogtland) wishes to represent on a commission basis British weavers 
of fine grey calicoes (Egyptian varn). Correspondence in English. 
(Reference No. 259.) wis 





GREECE. 


KNITTING WOOL.—A Greek firm of commission agents 
established in Salonica desire to be put in touch with British manu- 
facturers of knitting wool with a view to taking up agencies. (This 
is a repetition of a notice which appeared in the * Journal” of 
24th January. Reference No. 102.) (Reference No. 260.) 

COFFEE, RICE AND SUGAR.—A Greek firm of dealers in 
colonial products and flour, originally from Constantinople and 
recently established in Piraeus, desire to get into touch with London 
firms dealing in coffee, rice and sugar. (Reference No. 261.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

DECAUVILLE TRUCKS, RAILS AND TURNTABLES. 
The Commercial Secretary at Athens has forwarded a notice com- 
municated to him by the Minister of National Economy regarding 
an invitation to tender for the supply of 80 Decauville trucks and 
4,000 metres of rails and 10 turn-tables (2} tons). 

Tenders must be received by 8th May. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of the above-mentioned 
notice, should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 12527/F.E./ 
E.C. /2.) 





ICELAND. 


ROLLED OATS AND SUGAR.—A firm of United Kingdom 
export agents desire to get into touch with British manufacturers 
of rolled oats and sugar (granulated and cube) who are not already 
represented in Iceland. (Reference No. 262.) 





ITALY. 


WOOLLEN, COTTON AND SILK GOODS.—An experienced 
agent in Rome desires to secure the representation (on a commission 
basis) for Rome and district or for all Italy, of British manufacturers 
of the above goods. Correspondence in French, Italian, and 
possibly English. (This is a repetition of a notice which appeared 
in the “ Journal ” of 24th January. Reference No. 104.) (Reference 
No. 263.) 

SPADES, SHOVELS, FORKS, ETC.—A short report on the 
market in Italy for spades, shovels, forks, etc., based on information 
furnished by H.M. Consular Officers in that country, has been 
issued by the Department of Overseas Trade to firms on its Special 
Register. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this report, together 
with full particulars of the Special Register service and form of 
application for registration, should apply to the above-mentioned 
Department at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference 
D.O.T. 1062 /9/F.G. /E.C. /2.) 





LATVIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

MANOMETERS (PRESSURE GAUGES).—H.M. Consul at 
Riga has forwarded a specification relative to a call for tenders by 
the Ministry of Communication, Latvian Railway Administration, 
Riga, for manometers (pressure gauges). 

Tenders must be received by the Administration not later than 
20th March. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of the specification and 
further particulars regarding this call for tenders should apply to the 


Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 8872/F.R./E.C. /2.) 





NETHERLANDS. 


LEATHER TRAVELLING REQUISITES, SPORTS GOODS; 
RUBBER GOODS.—A commission agent at the Hague is desirous 
of obtaining the representation in the Netherlands of British manu- 
facturers of the above-mentioned goods. (Reference No. 264.) 

TEXTILES.—A commission agent at the Hague is desirous of 
obtaining the representation in the Netherlands of British manu- 
facturers of woollen and cotton threads, gentlemen’s suitings, 
linings, velvet, gentlemen’s caps. moire and ribbon wrist watch 
straps. (Reference No. 265.) 

CENTRAL GAS HEATING AND GAS POWER PLANT.—An 
Amsterdam firm of mechanical engineers desire to obtain the 
representation for the Netherlands of British manufacturers of 
central gas heating for public places, offices, etc., and gas power plant 
for industrial purposes. (Reference No. 266.) 

CYCLE FRAMES, HANDLE BARS, SADDLES, RIMS, ETC.— 
A commission agent at Amsterdam is desirous of obtaining the 
representation in the Netherlands of British manufacturers of the 
above-mentioned goods. (Reference No. 267.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





ROUMANIA. 
TEXTILES AND GLASSWARE.—A firm of general com. 


mission agents in Czernowitz desires to undertake the repre. 
sentation of British firms for the sale of textiles and 
glassware. (Reference No. 268.) 





SWEDEN. 


SOYA BEAN PRODUCTS, WHEATBRAN, CHEMICALS.—A 
firm of commission agents in Gothenburg desire to secure the 
representation for Sweden of British exporters of soya bean products 
(meal, oil cake, etc.), wheatbran, and chemicals. (Reference No. 269.) 


MANCHESTER GOODS AND COAL.—A firm of com. 
mission agents in Gothenburg desires to secure the representa- 
tion for Sweden of British manufacturers of Manchester goods 
generally, and also of British exporters of coal. (Reference 
No. 270.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 
CEMENT, PAINT, OLLS AND PITCH.—A European holding a 


responsible position in the Egyptian Government is about to retire 
and intends to establish himself as a manufacturers’ agent and 
government contractor and desires to represent British manufacturers 
of cement (British standard specification), paints and varnishes 
(mixed and powder), oils (boiled linseed, engine oil, cylinder and 
dynamo, raw linseed, turpentine, valvoline), and London pitch in 
barrels. (Reference No. 271.) 


REPORT ON IMPORTS OF COTTON AND WOOLLEN 
HOSIERY.—A report on the imports of cotton and woollen hosiery 
into Egypt during the years 1913, 1919/1923 has been issued by the 
Department of Overseas Trade to the firms on its Special Register. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this report together 
with full particulars of the Special Register service and form of 
application for registration, should apply to the above-mentioned 
Department at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference 
D.0.T. 4512/3/T.T. /T.C. /2.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

KHAKI SHIRTS, OF FICERS’.—The Egyptian War Department 
are calling for tenders for khaki shirts, officers’. 

Particulars can be obtained from the office of The Inspecting 
Engineer, Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, London, S.W.1. 

Tenders are due in the above office by 20th March, 1924, and_to 
remain open for 7 days. (Reference Muh. 1924/38/9.) 


BLANKETS.—The Egyptian War Department are calling 
for tenders for blankets. 

Tenders are due on 24th March and to remain open for 
7 days. 

Particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
London, S.W.1. (Reference: Muh. 1924/22/1 and Muh. 
1924 / 38/1.) 


Applications for name and address must be sent to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





RUBBER, BURLAP, JUTE, VEGETABLE OILS, COPRA 
AND TIN.—<An old-established firm in San Francisco would like 
to communicate with British exporters of rubber, burlap, jute, 
vegetable oils, copra and tin with a view to obtaining agencies for 
the United States. They are prepared to work on a commission 
basis or to finance own stocks. (Reference No. 272.) 


IRON AND STEEL GOODS, TINPLATE, BRASS SHEETS, 
ETC.—-A firm of merchants in San Francisco would like to correspond 
with British manufacturers of iron and steel goods, cast and wrought 
iron pipe, tinplate, nails, brass sheets, pipe and tubing, with a view 
to obtaining agencies for the State of California. They are prepared 
to finance own stocks. (Reference No. 273.) 


REPORT ON WOOLLEN TRADE.—A report on the present 
conditions prevailing in the woollen trade in the United States, with 
special reference to foreign competition with British woollen goods 
in that market, which is based upon information furnished by the 
Commercial Counsellor at Washington, has been issued by the 
Department of Overseas Trade to firms on its special register. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this report, together 
with full particulars of the Special Register service and form of 
application for registration, should apply to the above-mentioned 
Department at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1l. (Reference 
D.O.T. 4497/T.T. /T.C. /2.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 








TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS.—The 
Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires reports that the Argentine 
Sanitary Works of the nation are calling for tenders for the supply 
and delivery of the pumping machinery and materials required for 
the installation of various pumping stations in the City of Concepcion 
del Uruguay. : 

‘Tenders have to be presented by 23rd April, 1924, and accompanied 
by a certificate. ot deposit in the Banco de la Nacion Argentina of a 
sum of 3,000 pesos paper. Local representation is also essential. 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars of this call 
for tenders should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Qld Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 6084/25/ 
FL. /E.C. /2.A.) 

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE WORKS.—The Commercial 
Secretary at Buenos Aires reports that the Department of 
Sanitary Works of the Nation are calling for tenders, to be 
presented in Buenos Aires on 28th April next, for the con- 
struction of drainage and sewerage,works in Avellaneda, an 
industrial suburb of Buenos Aires, including the supply of 
materials. 

Contractors are required to present their tenders in the form 
of a percentage increase or decrease on the official estimated 
cost, which is 5,660,972 dols. paper pesos, and to quote 
alternatively for payment in cash or in Sanitary Works Bonds 
under Laws Nos. 10998 and 11165 at their nominal value, 
bearing 6 per cent. interest and 1 per cent. annual amortization. 

Tenders must be presented on stamped paper and be 
accompanied by a certificate of deposit of 25,000 dols. pesos 
aper. 
lt is suggested that United Kingdom firms interested may 
care to communicate with their local agents in Buenos Aires. 


(Reference: D.O.T. 9417/F.L./E.C.) 





BRAZIL. 

* AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British firm of general 
representatives and agents in Sao Paulo are desirous of securing 
the agency of British firms for the following classes of goods : 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





Tinplates, steel sheets and wire gin, hat furs, paper and tooth paste. 
They would also be prepared to consider the representation of 
British firms for any other classes of goods suitable for the Brazilian 
market, with the exception of engineering products, paints, oils, 
varnishes, textiles or brushes. (Reference No. 274.) 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
HOLLOW-WARE AND KITCHEN UTENSILS.—A short 


report on the market in the Dominican Republic for hollow- 
ware and kitchen utensils, based upon information furnished 
by H.M. Consul and Chargé d’Affaires at Santo Domingo, 
has been issued to firms on the Special Register of the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

Other British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this 
Report, together with full particulars of the Special Register 
Service and form of registration, should apply to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Reference: D.O.T. 1006/8/F.G./E.C. /2.) 





MEXICO. 

SHOE FINDINGS.—A commission agent of Mexico City is 
desirous of securing the representation of British exporters of leather, 
rivets, buckles, buttons, etc., and all kinds of shoe findings. 
(Reference No. 275.) 





URUGUAY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

OIL BURNING LOCOMOTIVES FOR MONTEVIDEO.—The 
Department of Overseas Trade has received from the British Vice 
Consul at Montevideo specifications in Spanish regarding a call for 
tenders by the Port Authorities of Montevideo for two oil burning 
locomotives. 

Tenders must be presented by 16th May. Local representation is 
essential. 

Further particulars regarding this ¢all for tenders may be obtained 
by British firms on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 9236/ 
FL. /E.C. /2.A.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 
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THOS. COOK & SON 


FREIGHT = _ . 70 to 77, Cowcross Street, 
OFFICES LONDON, E.C. 1. 
Telegraphic Address: Telephone: 


“ TRANSICOOK, LONDOR.”* CLERKENWELL 6677 (3 lines). 


Chief Office: LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON. 
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“NUGGET Nucyet Polish Co, of New York Ltd... NEW YORK, 
N.Y., U.S.A. The Nugget Polish Co. of Belgium, 
APAVU KREMS Societe Anonyme, BRUSSELS. 


Braxcnes—CANADA, HOLLAND, SPAIN 
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